
Win copies of David Winter’s new book 

Read the first chapter of ‘Making Sense of the Bible’ on the back page 






Aled Jones on 
his faith, fame 
and Songs 
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’Pilgrimage of 
discovery’ as 
church launches 
on Internet 



l-CHURCH, the groundbreaking 
new church on the Internet, has 
gone online. 

It is the first web community to 
be a fully recognised Anglican 
church and it marks an attempt 
by the Church to get to grips with 
the ‘new community of the inter- 
net,’ said its founder, the Revd 
Richard Thomas. 

Though formally part of the 
Diocese of Oxford and overseen 
by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, it already 
has more than 700 members from 
all over the world, including a 
South American bishop. 

I-church was formally launched 
at a service in Oxford. A webcast 
of the service is available at 
www.i-church.org. 

Members from as far afield as 
the USA and Australia attended, 
to witness the dedication of the 
church and its first web pastor 
Alyson Leslie. 

I-church was the brainchild of 
Richard Thomas, the Diocesan 
communications director He told 
people that internet communities 
were ‘every bit as significant as 
the local community of faith’. 

He urged the Church as a 
whole to grasp the potential of the 
internet. ‘The internet, with its 
massive connectivity, has created 
a whole new meaning for the 
word ‘community’, and therefore 
given us a whole new context for 



ministry. Those of us who are 
privileged to have a fast internet 
connection and good computer 
equipment discover very quickly 
that we are developing new kinds 
of relationships with people we 
have never met. These relationships 
can become very close very quickly, 
and one of the pressing tasks for the 
Christian Church is to reflea on the 
nature and possibilities of internet- 
mediated relationships. 

‘We would be failing if we 
ignored the new community of the 
interna. In the many interviews we 
have given, we have often been 
asked what i-church will look like, 
or what kind of services it will offer. 
That is something we have ya to 
find out. We have no pre-conceived 
ideas about what i-church will 
become. We are engaged on a pil- 
grimage of discovery.’ 

The Mission for Seafarers has 
already signed up to i-church. 
Their members are often hun- 
dreds of miles from other 
Christian communities and i- 
church will help them connea 
with an Anglican community, 
wherever they are in the world. 

Members will be encouraged 
to participate as fully as any 
congregation - including con- 
tributing to a collection. I- 
church is exploring ways of let- 
ting members donate their 
weekly offering via a text mes- 
sage from their mobile phone. 




Pop superstar Chris de Burgh performs in the BBC’s Songs of Praise, recorded at Blenheim Palace. The show will be 
broadcast on 12 September. For a full behind the scenes report and more pictures, see page 10 & 11. Photo Frank Blackwell 
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Building community behind the doors of despair 



The Bishop of Dorchester, Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
explains his new role as a link between bishops 
and chaplains in asylum centres like Campsfield 



CAMPSFIELD, Yarls Wood, 
Oakington, Harmondsworth, 
Dover, and so the list goes on. All 
names that have a familiar ring to 
them. AH places which see thou- 
sands of people who have sought, 
or are seeking, asylum passing 
through their doors each year. 

For most of them those doors 
speak of a sense of despair. Some of 
them have fled from threats of 
physical violence, or even violence 
itself; others have been brought 
here months or years before to 
work as prostitutes; others have 
just wanted a better life for them- 
selves and their families. All of 
them have different stories to tell - 
some true, some false, some partly 



true because the pain of telling the 
whole truth is too great to bear. Yet 
for most of them a journey into 
those centres is a prelude to being 
deported. No wonder then that 
hope is often in very short supply. 

Depending on the Centre, most 
of them will stay only a matter of 
days. Campsfield is not unusual in 
that respect. There the average stay 
is about a week, so, in a Centre 
with accommodation for 184 peo- 
ple 8,000 or more individuals pass 
through its gates each year. 

All of which adds up to a 
tremendous challenge for the 
Religious Affairs Managers as they 
seek to provide chaplaincy to those 
from a multitude of different faiths. 



It is a challenge emotionally, insti- 
tutionally and theologically. 
Emotionally as you meet the pain, 
as well as the common humanity 
and the joy of those you minister 
to. Institutionally as you try to 
build community in a place where 
a rapidly changing population is 
one of the given facts of life. 
Theologically as you wrestle with 
the God who is present in the dark 
places as well as the green valleys 
of life. What is the Gospel for those 
who are seeing so many of their 
hopes destroyed? 

Even a few weeks ago I was only 
aware of those questions as they 
related to Campsfield and, to a 
lesser extent, to the new accommo- 
dation centre the Government 
seems to be determined to build 
near Bicester. Since then I have 
accepted an invitation to act as a 
link between the Bishops of the 



Church of England and those 
involved in Chaplaincy (both 
Anglicans, other Churches, and 
other faiths) and so I am seeing a 
lot more of the centres from the 
inside. 

From the visits I have done, and 
the conversations I have had, I have 
been very impressed with what is 
being done, often with fairly slen- 
der resources. Despite the sense of 
being in a constant state of flux 
there is some degree of community. 
There is time to spend talking with 
people. They are being treated as 
human beings and not just as num- 
bers. Worship is often vibrant and 
can involve well over 50% of those 
being accommodated in the 
Centres. The Chaplains are a spe- 
cial group of people. Please pray for 
them, and for me, as I seek to sup- 
port them in some small way in 
their difficult and demanding role. 




The High Sheriff of Oxfordshire, Anne Kelaart, pictured distributing 
bread outside St Michael in the Northgate, Oxford, as part of 
Lammas Day celebrations. Lammas was originally called 'Loaf Mass' 
and celebrates the first baked loaves from the newly harvested 
wheat. Anne, herself a farmer who drove down the Cornmarket in a 
tractor, took newly baked loaves round 150 Oxfordshire churches. 



Donations save Reading-based 
One World Charity 



ONE World Week, the interna- 
tional development pro- 
gramme, has been rescued 
from collapse by donors. An 
appeal for emergency funds 
from its 12,500 supporters 
raised £35,000 in less than 
three weeks. 

An end to its government 
and EU grants had meant that 
One World Week needed to 
raise £20,000 by the end of the 
summer just to prevent it from 
making its staff redundant. 

Staff at the Reading office 
are ‘now offering up prayers of 
gratitude’ said one, as the cash 
continues to come in from 
supporters. 

Chairman the Revd Arlington 
Trotman said: ‘The response by 
our supporters has been amaz- 
ing and deeply humbling. 

‘Messages of encouragement 
have poured in - a huge affir- 



mation of the work OWW 
does and the dedication of our 
marvellous staff. We want to 
thank each and every one of the 
donors who have given us this 
marvellous boost.’ 

But he warned: ‘We are not 
out of the woods yet. We are 
urgently looking for major 
new sources of ongoing fund- 
ing to avoid a recurrence of the 
crisis next year. We owe it to 
our supporters to put OWW 
on a secure financial footing so 
that their investment of faith 
and optimism is repaid in full 
measure.’ 

One World Week was found- 
ed in 1978 out of an impulse 
that, for one week every year, 
people should draw the atten- 
tion of their local communities 
to the fact that the world con- 
sists of one human race sharing 
one planet. 



Fires lit to mark 1 ,000 
years of Cathedral 



ON Sunday 12 September fires 
will be lit in Christ Church 
Cathedral as an act of repen- 
tance on Racial Justice Sunday. 

This year sees the 1000th 
anniversary of the re-building 
of the first church on the site 
of the Cathedral after a racist 
attack on a group of Danish 
settlers in Oxford had resulted 
in the burning down of the 
original church in 1002. 

The anniversary of the re- 
building will be marked by an 
ecumenical pilgrimage to the 
Cathedral from all parts of the 
Diocese, and by a medieval- 
style fair in Christ Church 
gardens. During Evensong in 
the Cathedral at 6.05pm there 
will be opportunities to reflect 
on the past and to make a 
commitment to a more fair 
and just society. 

Those taking part in the pil- 
grimage are each being asked 
to carry a stone with them 
which will be used to build a 
cairn outside the Cathedral. It 
will represent not only our own 
shortcomings, but also how we 
as a church have, over the 
years, failed to live up to the 
teachings of Jesus. Everyone 
will then be given a flower to 
take to St Frideswide’s Shrine 
as a sign of hope for the future. 

Music throughout the ages 
will feature strongly in the 
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service, provided by the 
Cathedral Choir and by a 
choir from Oval House in 
London. Civic dignitaries, 
including the Danish 
Ambassador and guests from 
our link dioceses in Africa and 
Sweden will be participating 
in the service, as well as a del- 
egation from Christ Church 
New Zealand. 

The gardens at Christ 
Church will be open from 
3.30pm with stalls, music and 
entertainment for all ages 
(weather permitting), and 
Christ Church Meadow offers 
a place to picnic before the 
service. Everyone is welcome to 
take part in the day’s events, 
whether or not you choose to 
walk to the Cathedral. For 
more information and Pilgrim 
Packs contact Jim Godfrey on 
01865 276154 or 

sacristv@chch.ox.ac.uk . 



Bible Society sponsored walk 



CHURCHES in the Reading 
area are invited to join a 5 
mile sponsored walk on 18 
September, to raise money 
for one of the Bible Society’s 
bicentenary projects. 
Operation Palestinian Child. 



The walk starts from St 
Andrew’s Church hall in 
Caversham at 2pm. 
Refreshments will be avail- 
able en route! Sponsorship 
forms are available from Sue 
Wilmot on 0118 9599796. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of Thel 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Someone who 
listens and a 
helping hand ♦♦♦ 

The people we help have taken the first steps away 
from homelessness. Now they need support in 
movins towards independent living. 

The St Thomas Befriending Scheme Oxford needs 
volunteers who can-offer a couple hours each each. 
We offer training (and, if you choose it, a route 
towards a recognised qualification in mentoring 
skills) as well as regular support. 

For more information contact: 

Paul Hartley on mobile 07967 974105 
Tel: 01865 252643 or email 
oxbefriendscheme@crinet.co.uk 

The St Thomas Befriending Scheme 
is a project of Crime Reduction Initiatives. 

Befriending Scheme 
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‘A very helpful comment came from a regular at New Wine ‘Just plan to go to two events per 
day’. I liked the sound of that as this was my only summer break so I would need to find 
time to rest, sunbathe and eat chocolate!’ 

Read Catherine Lemmon's daily diary from this summer's New Wine festival at www.oxford.anglican.org 



‘Oh the joy of being at Taize!’ 

A group from the Oxford Diocese headed out to Taize this summer for a unique and 
wonderful pilgrimage. Share their experiences by reading extracts from their diary 
below. The full version is available on our website. 



ON Saturday 31st July 10 
young people aged 17-29 
from the Diocese of Oxford 
travelled on a pilgrimage to 
the Taize community in 
France. It’s very difficult to 
describe why Taize is such an 
amazing place but here are 
some extracts from the group's 
diary to try and give you some 
idea 

SUNDAY: ‘We travelled 
overnight by coach; some 
slept; some didn't.’ 

‘It is very, very hot! So hot 
spending all day in the shower 
seems a good idea.’ 

‘Feeling disorientated and a lit- 
tle uneasy... But on the plus 
side already had three random 
people talk to me which is 
always a good start to the 
week.’ 

MONDAY: ‘Today we began 
our Bible discussions; first a 
talk with a brother, then a 
group discussion. Already had 
a good chat with two Germans 
and am once more thinking 
about my faith. It's hard work 
for me to try and express what 
I feel about my faith (particu- 
larly when having to commu- 
nicate in Taize English) but it 
is very worthwhile and 
rewarding. Still haven't found 
the person who knows the 
cricket result...!!’ 



TUESDAY: ‘My hair is wet 
and is stuck in hat so I look 
rather stupid, but I don't think 
people really care - oh the joy 
of being at Taize.’ 
WEDNESDAY: ‘We sit in the 
church at the beginning of 
midday prayer. Br Roger has 
just sat down. The little chil- 
dren (who can sit in the space 
with the brothers) one by one 
get up to be blessed by Br 
Roger. It is lovely to see these 
young children take part in the 
service. At the end of the serv- 
ice the children lead Br Roger 
down the aisle and all the 
other brothers follow.’ 

THURSDAY: ‘Paolo is a fun 
guy. He's not how I would 
have expected a brother to be. 
The English meeting was fun 
and Sarah's game was a big hit 
- especially Paolo's Delilah 
impression’ (I really didn't 
make her say that - S.) 

...‘Taize really came alive for 
me today in the evening 
prayer. I'm not quite sure but I 
felt stupidly happy and yet 
reflective at the same time, 
May have been because four of 
us sang all four parts of 
Cantate Domino in tune, in 
time. It just sounded great and 
was fun.’ 

FRIDAY: ‘Can't believe it's 
Friday and it's not a good thing 



for once! ... I've still got so 
much more to think about but I 
don't think I can stay for 
longer. I will have to try to 
make time for this at home.’ 
...‘Friday night and the service 
remembering the crucifixion. 
The touching of the head on the 
cross is a very emotional expe- 
rience and I am glad I did it.” 
...‘Waking up this morning 
Danni and I (Nicky) were 
shocked to discover a candle in 
our tent, after much question- 
ing of whose it was ... A post- 
card was found with a message 
for Nicky from her Guardian 
Angel. The sleepy joy kept 
them through breakfast and 
meetings.’ 

...‘This week has gone ridicu- 
lously fast and I can't believe 
that it has almost finished. That 
is why I decided to stay on for 
an extra week. I have always 
been tempted by the idea, and 
have decided to do it so that I 
can meet more people and 
spend more time with God.’ 

For more from their diary see 
www.oxford.anglican.org/door. 
Sarah Hamilton and Nicola 
Wainwright will be leading a pil- 
grimage from the Oxford 
Diocese to Taize next year from 
Saturday 30th July to Monday 
8th August for further informa- 
tion contact them on oxford- 
taize@hotmail.com 




The Taize team from Oxford Diocese with members of the lay community of St Benedict 



Final challenge for cricket team 



CRICKET lovers in the diocese 
will be eager to learn how the 
diocesan team has been faring 
in this year’s Church Times 
Cup, having won the competi- 
tion last year. It seems that we 
frightened off some oppo- 
nents, as both teams in our 
league withdrew, leaving us to 
go through to the quarter- 
finals without playing a 
match. Although this was 
good for our chances in emu- 
lating last year’s success, it 
was sad that this left us with 
little cricket to play. 

However, the team emerged 
from its rest eager to play the 
diocese of Ely at Cambridge 



on one of those flat and rather 
bleak college grounds beloved 
by those who frequented ‘the 
other place’. The outcome of 
the match was a fairly con- 
vincing victory for the Oxford 
side, with good performances 
from newcomers Kingsley 
Went, a youth worker at St 
Andrew’s Oxford, and 
Edward Hobbs, associate 
vicar at St Nicolas’, Newbury. 

A week later in the glorious 
surroundings of Ragley Hall 
near Alcester (the seat of the 
Earl of Hertford), the semi- 
final was played against the 
diocese of Coventry. Again, 
there was an easy victory for 



the Oxford team, which com- 
fortably bowled out the oppo- 
nents for 113 and achieved the 
target with the loss of only 
four wickets. 

So it is a return visit to the 
Walker Ground at Southgate 
for the final against the dio- 
cese of London on Thursday 2 
September. London have an 
outstanding team and the 
match will be a ‘battle of the 
giants’ of the competition. It 
will start at 1 1 am and specta- 
tors will be most welcome. 

RevdTom Moffatt 
Area dean of Newbury and 
secretary of the Diocesan 
cricket team 




Yellow Braces 2004 stayed right on course once again to deliver a weekend of fun, malarky, worship and teach- 
ing! One of the highlights was the inflatable obstacle course that participants had to tackle while carrying a soaked 
sponge to their team bucket ... to make it even more of a challenge they had to arrive by Space Hopper and leave 
by jumping in a sack. A good soaking, a good laugh and some great memories. The times of worship and exploring 
what it means to be a Christian in the 21st Century went down extremely well and Matt Stephens managed to use 
Tennis scores to explore living the Christian life by looking at LOVE, John 15:15, Romans 15:30, Deuce/Juice! 
and Advantage! We also had a specific training programme running for leaders who were 16-18 years old and they 
did a fantastic job of both learning and putting it into practice over the weekend. Ian Macdonald / Youth Adviser 




TABLEWAR1 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 




Watches Wanted 



Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 

Is available to deputise at 
short notice, including 
weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : 
reasonable fee 

Tel: (01993) 813933 



FIRST BAY COVERS aM 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

( 01234)325531 




(OIMTUIO 

Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion 
or future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01460 72477 

E-mail: 

iHBitii2HI@liliiil.nl 





parishpump.co.uk 

The essentia) website for church magazine editors 

Hr I 

^ we provide high quality content for ... 

• magazines * newsletters 

m pew sheets ■ notices 

: m leaflets 

Visit us for 
cartoons, graphics, 
children's pages, 
crossword puzzles, 

I articles, humour, 
reviews & morel 



www.parishpump.co.uk 



NEW AUTHORS 

PUBUSH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Email B4DOOR3 



For a FREE copy, simply clip the coupon, 
phone 01502 71 1 171, or email subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Send to Church Times, Freepost LON 6705, London N I OBR 



MAYBE IT’S NEWS TO YOU . . . 



. . . the 
Church Times 
is the 

best-selling 
independent 
Christian 
paper in 
the UK 
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People & places 





The most comprehensive and 
useable source of information 
about the Oxford Diocese 

ever produced! 

■ Contact details for parish 
clergy, churchwardens and 
other officers 

■ Lists of chaplains and other 
non-parochial clergy 

■ Information about the work of 
Church House Departments 
with contact details 

■ Legal information about day to 
day parish issues 

■ Contact details for Christian 
organisations in the Diocese 

■ New this year! Extra information 
about church facilities, including 
Sunday schools, toilets, and 
disabled facilities 

The Year Book costs just £10* (plus £2.50 post and packing) 

For fast delivery, please use our secure credit/debit card online ordering service at 
www.oxford.anglican.org 

Alternatively, complete the following order form in block capitals and send it to: Year 
Book Orders, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB 
Yearbooks are also available from Church House reception. 

Please send me Oxford Diocesan Year Books at £10 (+£2.50 p & p) each. Total cost £ — 

Name: — — 

Address: 



Delivery address:. 



Contact Telephone:. 



. Email - 



I wish to pay by credit/debit card/cheque (delete as appropriate). 

Credit/debit card holders, fill in your details below: 

Cardholder name:_ 

Card number: 

‘Clergy should put the cost of the Year Book on their expense claims. 

Volunteers should pay for their own Year Books. They sltould be provided by the organisation they are volunteering for. 



Expiry date: . 



School goes bananas over fairtrade 



PUPILS at Swanbourne House 
School in Buckinghamshire have 
opened a fairtrade bistro as part 
of their projects on world poverty. 

The Bistro has been built in the 
old Butler’s pantry of the school 
and is open to all pupils. 

On offer are fruit juice, Divine 
hot chocolate, cereal bars and 
bananas. 

Mrs Julie Goodheart, joint 



head at the school, said: ‘The sen- 
ior children have learnt a lot 
about fairtrade through their proj- 
ects and what better to demon- 
strate the theme than by getting 
involved by buying fairtrade 
goods and sampling them. 

‘It is important that pupils 
understand what lengths people 
go to, to provide them with their 
daily food, and that those who 



grow it are often in dire straights.’ 

Justin Shirtcliff, charities pre- 
fect at the school, said one of the 
most important things he had 
learnt was that ‘if you give a man 
a fish, you feed him for a day, but 
if you teach a man to fish, you 
feed him for life’. 

The food has been sourced 
from SUST, the fairtrade shop in 
Milton Keynes, and Tescos. 



Wisdom of age 



ON the occasion of the 
'International Day of Older 
People' last year, the Secretary 
General of the United Nations 
said, ‘Every one of us can help 
build bridges between genera- 
tions by embracing the skills of 
older persons, whether in com- 
munity or family affairs’. On 
Sunday 10 October this year 
SCOP (Spiritual Care for Older 
People) is hoping to emphasis 
that message and is holding a 
special service of celebration 
and thanksgiving, The Wisdom 
of Age, at 3.00 pm in Dorchester 
Abbey. A Choir from Our Lady’s 
Convent Senior School in 
Abingdon is leading the singing 
and it is hoped that a group of 
young people will be offering 
some liturgical dance at the serv- 
ice presided over by Bishop Colin 
and at which the Revd. Albert 
Jewel has agreed to give the 
address. 

We would like further 
involvement from young peo- 
ple. Would any young person 
like to write a poem on the 
theme of Older People? The best 
two poets will be asked to come 
to the Abbey on 10th October 
and read their poem at the serv- 
ice. In no more than twenty lines 



CHILDREN at Yattendon 
school, Berkshire, have helped 
to design two new stained 
glass windows for the parish 
church of St Peter and St Paul. 
The windows were unveiled 
on the feast day of the Saints 
by the Bishop of Reading, the 



your poem could cover anything 
from a special day at the seaside 
with your grandparents, 
through how you felt when an 
older person you know did 
something very special, or was 
perhaps unwell, to writing 
about one of the older charac- 
ters from the Bible. Please send 
your poem to Janet Parker at 
BSR, Diocesan Church House 
by Wednesday 29 September. 

In the week leading up to the 
service we would like to encour- 
age all Churches and communi- 
ty organisations to reflect on the 
Secretary General's message for 
the 'International Day of Older 
People'; to think about and pro- 
mote older people; to do some- 
thing extra to ensure their full 
involvement and that needs are 
being met whether living in their 
own homes, sheltered housing 
or care homes. 

The service at Dorchester is 
intended for everyone across our 
communities to come together 
and celebrate the Wisdom of 
[Our] Age and help build bridges 
between generations. 

Further information from Janet 
Parker , Advisor for SCOP: 
01367 870394: or email 

janet_scop@onetel. com 



Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell. 
Each child in the school 
coloured in one of the shapes 
that make up the windows. 
Panels show the two saints 
and symbols including keys, a 
sword and a ball and chain. 



Lambeth degree 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
is to award a Lambeth degree 
to the Revd Marcus 
Braybrooke, vicar of Marsh 
and Toot Baldon with 
Nuneham Courtney. The 
degree is in recognition of his 
contribution to the develop- 
ment of religious co-operation 
and understanding throughout 
the world. 



Christian Bookshop opens 

A Christian book and gift 
shop has opened in Banbury. 
The Mustard Seed is behind 
Marlborough Road 

Methodist Church in the town 
centre is open Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays. It is 
non-denomination and has 
been opened by four friends, 
who are members of St 
Francis 7 Church, an ecumeni- 
cal partnership on the 
Hardwick estate. 



Passport applications 

Under new rules governing 
passport applications, intro- 
duced as part of the drive to 
combat terrorism, signatories 
to passports must now show 
their British passport num- 
bers. This means that minis- 
ters of religion, among others, 
who do not hold a British 
passport, can no longer act as 
signatories. 



Last vicar retires 

When Canon Hugh Wybrew 
walked down Beaumont Street 
to his church in Oxford for the 
parish Eucharist back in July, 
he did so as the last vicar of St 
Mary Magdalene for 1400 
years. The freehold of the 
church has been suspended and 
the church will now have a 
Priest in Charge instead of a 
full-time vicar. Hugh had been 
ordained for almost 43 years 
and at St Mary Magdalene 
since 1989, where he has been 
credited with renewing the 
church's communal life. 




Bishop Stephen leading prayers and right, one of the stained glass 
panels, featuring St Paul. Photos Ken Mee 



School children design new windows 







Eco-column 



Do you think of the world's forests when you 
sit in the sun on your garden bench? While 
you sit there you might think of your bench in 
its previous life as a living tree probably in 
some other part of the world. It may have 
been grown in a plantation and been replaced 
after felling. It is sadly possible that your 
bench could have been a wild tree - maybe a 
tropical hardwood - that was cleared for a 
one off profit for the contractor. The land 
exposed might yield a useful crop for a few 
short years, but the soil is far too thin to sur- 
vive without its protective covering of trees. 



So the cost of your bench is the change from 
a living and productive forest to a degraded 
piece of land or even a semi-desert. The rate 
of deforestation worldwide is alarming - in 
2003 deforestation of the Amazon was 40% 
higher than it had been in 2001 and 10% of 
the world's tree species face extinction 
because of exploitation. 

In Genesis 2:15 we are commanded to 
'work and keep' the earth. Keep is the same 
word as in the Aaronic blessing (The Lord 
bless you and keep you). We are asked to look 
after our world in a way that maintains its 
health and fruitfulness. So next time you buy 
a bench or a table or indeed paper - think of 
the forest from which it came and make sure 
you live within the blessing of keeping the 
Earth as God intends. 

Revd Margot Hodson is chaplain of Jesus 
College, Oxford 
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Faith and fame: Aled’s journey 
from choirboy to Songs of Praise 



Aled Jones is perhaps still best known as the child singing sensation whose voice soared to mag- 
ical heights in the television- animation of Raymond Brigg's tale, The Snowman. But to regular 
viewers of Songs of Praise, he is rapidly gaining a new reputation as an accomplished presen- 
ter who still possesses a wonderful voice. He first started on the show four years ago and is 
now a regular, also hosting shows on Classic FM and BBC Wales. Rebecca Paveley caught up 
with him at Blenheim Palace, and spoke to him about his faith, his family and his fame. 



IT is more than 16 years since the teenage Aled 
Jones, with his pristine choir-robes and his little 
boy haircut, disappeared from our screens as his 
boy treble voice finally broke. But as I go to meet 
the adult Aled, those intervening years disappear. 
In many ways, he is little changed. He still oozes 
niceness and the respectful, well brought up air 
that can all be laid, he says, as his parents’ door. 
It is the ordinariness of his family life which 
helped him cope with fame and he can only 
wince, sympathetically, at the treatment Charlotte 
Church is getting at the hands of the press. 

It was easier for him, he says, being a boy. 
‘The press weren’t so interested in me growing 
up, as they are in a girl. 

‘But it was lovely when the media attention 
went away. I was 16 at time, when my voice 
broke. Mum and Dad were great with the press. 
They have always been quite cool about it, its not 
something they enjoyed doing, and they would 
never do a TV interview now for instance but at 
the time they were really supportive of me.’ 

He was brought up in a Christian family and 
remains a firm Christian. It was in church that 
his voice was first discovered, and he became a 
chorister in Bangor Cathedral before going on to 
sing in front of celebrities and royalty. 

His family often used to watch Songs of Praise 
when he was growing up ‘though it often clashed 
with bathtime in our house’. But he never imag- 
ined that he would end up one day presenting it. 
He was first offered the job at 18, just as he went 
to study at the Royal Academy of Music, but 
turned it down. 

‘I had just gone to the Royal Academy and 
wasn’t ready to give the commitment. It wasn’t 
that I was going through a rebellious phase or 
anything like that, but I was having a good time 
in the Academy, running the student bar, playing 
football, doing all the things that normal 18 year 
olds do. This is a programme where you have to 
be very sensitive in the way you talk to people. 
I’ve learnt such a lot in the few years I’ve done 



it. In one programme you can go from talking to 
royalty to people who have lost children, and 
dealing with that takes experience. That is what 
I like about the programme, the variety of it.’ 

Often now, when he presents Songs of Praise he 
also sings. He is quick to say that ‘this wasn’t my 
choice, people wrote in and asked’ but laughs 
when I suggest he is being groomed as the next 
Harry Secombe. ‘I do get teased and called the 
junior Harry round here’ he admits. 

Presenting the show has had a big effect on his 
own faith, he says. ‘My faith is a lot stronger now 
than when I started. I’ve seen people who have 
had horrendous things happen to them but their 
personal faith has helped them through it and 
that really does rub off on you as an interviewer.’ 

He describes his mission on the show as trying 
to make Christianity accessible. 

‘The worse thing Songs Of Praise could do is 
force religion down people’s throats. I always try 
to make it accessible for everyone. You don’t 
have to swing from the chandeliers saying I’m a 
Christian, I’m a Christian, if that works for you, 
great but if you are a private person and going 
to the bottom of your garden is your church, 
then fine. And I think that what Songs of Praise 
is all about.’ 

The worst thing about doing the show is hav- 
ing to spend days and nights away from his wife 
Claire and daughter, Emilia, who is two and a 
half. ‘Emilia is the boss, she is a real terror at the 
moment,’ he smiles. He clearly adores his family 
and tries to keep his mornings as ‘family times’. 

Despite his wealth of stage experience, he still 
gets apprehensive before shows. ‘I bite my nails 
terribly, I have done since I was tiny,’ he admits. 
‘But I think a few nerves help’. True enough, 
before the recording starts, I see him pacing up 
and down muttering to himself, with prompt 
cards in Jiand. But as he leaves our interview to 
step up on stage and greet the 4,000 people who 
await him, he is all smiles and genuine warmth, 
with not a bitten nail in sight. 



From our archives: Bishop 
Wilberforce and his clergy 



THIS story appeared in the Oxford Diocesan 
Magazine in September 1974 and was written 
by Canon Alex Whye, a keen amateur historian 
and Rector of Cowley St James. 

‘The Bishop often came home at night to con- 
fide to his Journal his impressions of the clergy 
he had encountered during the day. (I am pur- 
posely not mentioning names of those of whom 
he made derogatory remarks.) He had a won- 
derful supply of adjectives: for instance he 
describes one incumbent as 'a grumbling ill- 
conditioned indolent undogmatical and I fear 
sceptical priest'. Of another he remarks on the 
‘wonderful nasality of his reading the service’ 
at a Confirmation. He often uses the word 
'snarly' to describe the attitude of some of the 
clergy to his reproofs. When he urges one 
incumbent to provide more frequent commun- 
ion services, the reply shows ‘a nasty dry tone 
rather about the man’. Another ‘showed his 
reasons against a second sermon - unconvinc- 
ing’; but the Bishop does not press him, having 



been told by a prominent parishioner that he is 
‘no preacher, but shines in the sick room’.’ 

Phil Hind 
Web Editor 




This photograph, taken at Cuddeson Palace in 1861, 
shows Bishop Wilberforce (centre, hatless) and the 
archdeacons and Rural Deans of the Diocese of Oxford. 
In 1908 an key was drawn in an attempt to identify the 
members of the group but the names are a little hard to 
read. Can you decipher them? See our website for the 
full image and key www.oxford.anglican.org/door 





Outside Broadc 



Aled Jones, pictured here on location with Songs of Praise at Blenheim Palace last month. 
For more pictures, and a full report, from the day's recording, see the centre pages. 

photo Frank Blackwell 



Our Work is 
Caring.. 

With supported housing 
and nursing care 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry, 
including Clergy Widows and lie 

Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their 
care. Your donation or legacy will help us to continue 
this much needed work for those who have cared for 
others in the name of Christ. 

Please help us in any way you can. 

Thank you. 

The Church of England 
Pensions Board (od) 

FREEPOST Lon 898, London SWiP 3YS 

Registered Charity No. 236627 
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News and views 



Help! Virtual organist needed 



by Bob Willmott 

I HAVE a problem with the 
shortage of organists (or other 
musicians) in rural churches. I 
shared this some years back 
with a group of church musi- 
cians, but they couldn't see the 
problem. They said that they 
never had any difficulty with 
music at church services. 

But I do! So when I had no 
organist I invested first in 
some hymn 'backing tapes'. 
The big difficulty with them 
was finding the start of any- 
thing: ‘the hymn I want comes 
after this one’ - I am sure that 
this really is the last verse. 
Next came the CDs. These 
proved to be a vast improve- 
ment and there was a choice 
of having them with or with- 
out words. Except that the 
words were frequently differ- 
ent from the ones in the hymn- 
book we were using and it 
also meant that you couldn't 
use them as familiar tunes for 
hymns with unfamiliar words. 

So I have spent hours trans- 
ferring tracks from CD to tape 
so that I can have the right 



number of verses in a form 
that I (and sidesmen) can han- 
dle whilst conducting the serv- 
ice - just pressing Play and 
Stop. However, many of the 
tunes I wanted to use were not 
in my growing library of CDs. 
So we had to link a keyboard 
up to the tape recorder and go 
in for 'one finger' exercises. It 
did mean sacrificing some of 
the sound quality of the CDs 
and there were occasional 
wrong notes from the keyboard 
- but you can't have every- 
thing. And a cheap portable 
CD and tape player was the 
best I could persuade the PCC 
to provide, for what could be a 
temporary solution - maybe we 
will get a new organist! 

Then came the 'Eureka' 
moment. A headline about 
youngsters down-loading 
music from the internet. What 
I need is a hymn tune internet 
site where I can download as 
many verses of any hymn tune 
that I want to use, maybe four 
hymns each week. Then I can 
transfer these from my com- 
puter to whatever equipment 
that will produce sufficient 



volume during the service. Is 
this technology transfer the 
connection between today's 
young people and a Church 
whose members are less young 
than they once were? 

One of the obvious diffi- 
culties with such a simple 
solution is that many of the 
tunes are copyright. But I am 
sure that could be arranged 
by obtaining the appropriate 
licence. 

But does it go far enough? 
Shouldn't we also be thinking 
about downloading the words 
as well from the internet and 
going straight to the 
Powerpoint presentation? We 
can go one almost indefinitely 
thinking of the next develop- 
ment. But back in the real 
world, I do wish there were an 
easy way to find a substitute for 
the rapidly diminishing supply 
of regular organists in country 
churches. Does anyone have 
any other bright ideas? 

Revd Bob Willmott is the Rector 
of W ingrave with Rowsham ; 
Bucks and can be contacted at 
wingravebob@yahoo.com 




Making the air remember: the central nave of St Mary’s Church, Aylesbury was transformed by 
a large scale art installation this summer. It was commissioned from artists Caroline Meynell 
and Liz Meier as a visual response to a pioneering musical achievement in Buckinghamshire. 
Arising out of a community music therapy project for people with neurological difficulties, a 
concert was performed in the church on instruments made from scrap metal. 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



Torbay’s historic fishing port 

Fully equipped Self-Catering 
Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. Harbour, 
Coastal & Country Walks. 
Private parking. 

Tel: 01803 857361 



: HR TREE COTTAGE } 

1 is a 300 yr old cottage with cosy [ 
i bedrooms, private bathroom, colour i 
[ TV, hostess tray in all rooms. [ 
i Literally on the border of the North i 
[ York Moors National Park. Beach [ 
hut available for guests. Pets 4 ' 
\op welcome. No smoking. 

1 i For further details contact j 
! Sue Tingle on: 01947 811544 ! 



KIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 
Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



Sea Front Holiday House 

Mary Port, Cumbria 
Stunning views over Solway 
Firth, close to Western Lakes, 3 
beds, sleeps 5. Newly equipped, 
dishwasher, DVD & widescreen 
TV. £250-£350 per week. 

Tel: 0117 937 3602 



MIB Travel 

Retail agent of ATOL 2893 
Foreign Exchange, discounted airport parking etc. 

See www.mibtravel.co.uk 
for more details or call: 0871 6660262 

Croup trips to Holy land, Turkey etc. 

Email: mail@mibtravel.co.uk 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Cross Publication Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 Weeks Europe - From only £14.95 per person 

We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 



higher than normal age limits 



GAR 

HIRE 


STOP PRESS We can now sell annual 
insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 


m in 


‘Similar or better Travel Insurance than most 
High Street Travel Insurers... up to 60% less.” 

Enquiries from Independent Travel A%ent or 
Group organisers are very welcome. 
Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 
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ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



SOUTH DEVON 

HOLIDAY FLAT 

Just yards from the sea and sandy 
beach. Level throughout. Suitable 
for persons with limited mobility. 
Close to harbour 8i boat trips. 
Regret no pets. 

Tel: 0117 937 3528 or 
0776 956 8798 



Isle of Wight 

Sandown 

ETCW Friendly Family Hotel 
Sep tember Sp ecia l: 

7 Nights Half Board - £199 
Including Ferry 

Tel: 01983 401551 



I SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy cottages. 

3 & 4 star ETB Graded. 
Wheelchair Access M2. 

Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure. 

Tel: 01694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa. 

All dates available 

- Summer Bargains 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



Beautiful 
Cotswold Village 

Burford area 

Small flat. £25 nightly 
for 2 people. For further 
details or brochure, 
please call: 

01367 860312 J 




I am saddened by Christians who automatically slam 
Israel without visiting or knowing the facts. 

It is time for a change. I have been many times, talked to 
many people and, perhaps most importantly, do not nec- 
essarily agree with everything Israel has done. Israel has 
the right to exist and the Palestinians need somewhere to 
live. Christians can support both sides without condoning 
everything Israel does or the evil of suicide bombers. 
Instead of playing the old arguments that Biblically Israel 
belongs to the Jewish people and is necessary because of 
the Holocaust (though I believe both arguments), it is 
time to think afresh. The Israelis and the Palestinians are 



Exmoor 
National Park 

Comfortable character 
cottages in Timberscombe. 
Sleeps 3. Pets welcome. 
Reasonable all-inclusive prices. 

Tel: 01643 841193 

E-mail: m.p.a@workshop.ndo.co.uk 




DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcolemanorfarm.co.uk 








South Wales 

Crickhowell 

Self-catering, traditional 
Lodge Cottage, beautiful 
countryside, lovely walks 
from front door, woods, hills, 
river & canal. Sleeps 5. 

40 mins from Severn Bridge. 

Tel: 0117 9074265 




Dublin 

City Centre 


Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 








SNOWDONIA 

NEAR ABERDOVEY 

Stunning views of estuary, sea 
& mountains. Comfortable well- 
equipped two bednoomed chalet 
sleeps 4. Shower bath, 2 wc’s. 
Quiet site with heated pool, shop 
& clubhouse. £1 10 - £290 weekly 
Mrs 1 Cretchley - 01494 71 1959 
email: irene@cretchley.fsnet.co.uk 




Non-smoking family 
Hotel. Spectacular sea 
views. Walking distance 
of beach, castle and town 
centre. Free parking. 
From £2 1 pppn - en-suite. 

Tel: 01723 364901 








GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 
Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprikottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprikottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 




in the same boat. Both have a history of rejection and 
not feeling settled. The majority on both sides want 
peace, having suffered dreadful and unnecessary human 
loss. Many believe the conflict can be ended by a two 
state solution, which I say having listened to them and 
studied extensively the history of this region. 

So I want as many people as possible to accompany me 
on a visit to Israel in January 2005 to hear both sides 
and to 'pray for the peace of Jerusalem' ( Psalm 122). It 
is better to visit Israel and hear ordinary people speak 
than sit in the comfort of our home making judgements 
based on the little we have heard. 



EXMOOR COAST 

Stunning Hillside 



Half mile from 
Lyn mouth harbour. 
Walkers welcome. 
B&B from £1 5pppn 
Details: 01598 752411 
Email: lymbridgemp@aol.com 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



Sherborne 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed. 
Apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 
Open all year. 

Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



Mark K Madeley (Rev'd) 

Mark Madeley is Vicar of 
Coley in the Diocese of 
Wakefield and is also 
owner and Managing 
Director of MIB TRAVEL 
Tel 08716660 262 
Email: 

mail@mibtravel.co.uk 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen. Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



ALGARVE 



Vale Do Lobo 

Privately owned high standard villa. 
Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, pool, 
maid, garden. Club 
Barrington. Reduced golf. Nr 
Gold Club, tennis and seo. 



Tel: 01722 780213 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £250 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




BOURNEMOUTH 

Hengistbury Head 

Come let us spoil you! 

Offers luxury, non-smoking 

accom. Excellent facilities, 
inc. fridge. Near sandy beach. 
All you can eat, scrumptious 
breakfast. Free pick-up*from 
station. B&B from £23pppn. 

Tel: 01202 417531 



A Winter Sun Holiday in 
Nerja , Costa Del Sol! 

3-bedroom house, beautiful sea 
views, 5 mins drive from Nerja, 
glorious beach 10 mins walk, 
Sierra Nevada ski slopes 
2hr drive (Sleeps 2-6) 
Rental from £230 per week 
Malaga Airport 45 mins drive. 
Cheap midweek winter flights 
now available from Bristol 

Tel: 01761 221595 

Email: casarosa@fsmail.net 



SNOWDONIA 

NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside 
cottage in peaceful 
surroundings - glorious views. 
3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. 

Also 2 bedroom cottage style 
bungalow. Brochure: 

Telephone: 

01341 450238 



Worm fiw Star Hotel 
in Kandersteg In the 
Bernese Oberland, 
Switzerland 

offers special half price rates of 
£420 per person per week* (half 
board) to Church members outside 
of high season. Come to the 
beautiful Swiss Alps and stay at 
the Royal Park Hotel, Kandersteg, 
one of the ‘Leading Hotels of the 
World’ for this exceptional price. 
Highly recommended by 
Canon Richard Franklin 
of Weymouth 
from whom further details 
can be obtained. 

Phone 01305 760354 or e-mail 
richardfranklin@iname.com 
for further details 

♦For two people sharing a double 
room. Single £500. 
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Cutting Edge 
ministries fund raiser 

A DELIGHTFUL evening func- 
tion in the majestic surround- 
ings of Broughton Castle 
raised almost £15,000 for the 
diocese's Cutting Edge 
Ministries project. Some 60 
guests and staff members 
enjoyed some conversing in the 
magnificent gardens, a 25 
minute presentation on the 
project, and a delicious supper 
in the Great Hall. Each guest 
was given a pack containing 
details of the various projects 
and the financial needs. We are 
most grateful to Lord and 
Lady Saye and Seie for their 
generous hospitality. 

This was the first of several 
similar functions in different 
parts of the diocese, and it is 
hoped that all will be equally 
successful. Details of these will 
be available in due course from 
Bishop Bill Down at 54 Dark 
Lane, Witney, Oxon 0X28 6LX. 

Bishop Biit Down 
Honorary Assistant Bishop 



Celebration Praise! 

The Oxford archdeaconry are 
planning another event, following 
on from the huge success of 
yourkttigdomcome last year. 

This time they are focussing on 
worship, and the event will fea- 
ture Methodist and Anglican 
speakers. There will be around 30 
workshops with titles like 'Quaker 
perspectives in worship' and 
'Worship with Iona' and there will 
be space for up to 500 people to 
attend. Bishop Colin will lead the 
event on 23 October, which will 
take place at Marlborough 
School in Woodstock from 
9.45am to 4.15pm. 

For more information, see next 
month's Door. 



Correction 

In an article on page 4 of the 
last issue of the Door (Bishop 
Supports Jane Longhurst 
Campaign) we incorrectly 
named Jane's mother as 
Patricia. Her name is Liz 
Longhurst and we apologise 
for any confusion caused. 



Vision into reality 

A resource day for parishes 
struggling with funding issues is 
being organised in October. It 
will provide an opportunity to 
think through and discuss how 
fundraising fits within the con- 
text of strategies for mission 
and ministry, how to clarify the 
vision, how to approach funders 
and find out what funders are 
available and how to make the 
church a resource for the local 
community. The day will be 
chaired by Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester and work- 
shops on offer include employ- 
ing people; raising funds for 
church buildings and community 
development and partnership. 

The sessions will take place 
on Thursday 14 October, 
9.30am to 3.30pm at the 
Church of the Holy Family, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford. 




Welcome to our newest ordinands 



Fifteen new deacons were 
ordained in the Diocese this 
summer. Read their biogra- 
phies below as they intro- 
duce themselves to the 
Diocese. 

Alison Cooper 

I was bom in 1951 and was 
brought up in South London, in 
a Christian and musically centred 
family. I have worked in bank- 
ing, insurance and the airlines. I 
was married to Rod 27 years 
ago, when we moved to Ascot. 
We have two daughters, Emily 
and Rebecca. I was licensed as an 
LLM 18 years ago, with a partic- 
ular interest in the ministry of 
healing. For 3 years, I was part of 
a hospital chaplaincy team and 
am now returning to All Saints', 
Ascot as an NSM. 

Raymond Obin 

Before training at Wycliffe Hall 
in Oxford, I worked for 18 years 
in the computer industry. I have a 
maths degree and a 
Southampton football hat, and 
have written a book. I am mar- 
ried to Jane, a primary school 
teacher and we have 2 teenage 
children. I am now looking for- 
ward to a curacy at Bucklebury, 
near Newbury. 

Diane Reid 

I grew up in Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire and studied music at 
university. After working as a 
teacher and Church Youth 
worker, I moved to Bristol, 
where I met my husband, Jason. 
I am very much looking forward 
to starting my curacy in Whitley 
in July. 

Shaun Christopher Henson 
I am an American and came to 
Oxford in 1999 for research. My 
wife, Adina and myself met as 
undergraduates and after marry- 
ing, I became a United Methodist 



ordinand 




Diane Reed was ordained by the Bishop 
of Reading, alongside her husband Jason, 
who was priested at the same service. 



Duke University Divinity School. 
We were in ministry for a 
decade in the States, including 
service in inner city Boston, 
Massachusetts, where we estab- 
lished a church. Having now 
become Anglicans, I will serve 
as a Curate in Bladon and 
Woodstock. We have one 
daughter; Erica, aged 17. 

Gill Lovell 

I have belonged to the church 
since childhood and I value my 
Welsh Baptist roots. I became an 
Anglican 16 years ago and was 
confirmed at a turning point in 
my faith, when I began respond- 
ing to God's call. I have been 
involved in lay ministry and have 
worshipped in Bracknell with my 
husband and son for 11 years. I 
look forward to beginning a new 
phase of my ministry with the 
people at St Peter's, Burnham. 

Helen Wilkinson 
I became a Christian at a Billy 
Graham crusade meeting when I 
was 14, though I was brought up 
to go to church. Before sensing 
God's call to ordination, I taught 
maths at a comprehensive school 
in Reading for 26 years, where I 
was a member of Greyfriars 
Church. I have appreciated train- 
ing at Trinity College, Bristol for 
the past 2 years, and am excited 
about being a part of the team in 
Newbury. 

Emma Coley 

I am married to Lee, and we met 
at Exeter University. We have 
been married for 6 years. Lee 
works as a solicitor, specialising 
in Ecclesiastical Law. Before 
training at Wycliffe Hall, I taught 
English and drama at secondary 
school level. As we move to 
Wendover (with Halton), in 
Buckinghamshire, I am looking 
forward to all that goes with 
being ordained; an ambition I 
have held since I was 15. 

Jason St. John Nicolle 
I was bom in Somerset, but have 
enjoyed living in many different 
places since then, including, 
Leicestershire, Dorset, Jersey, 
Oxford, London and New 
York! Before starting 
* my Ordination 
training at Ripon College 
Cuddesdon, I taught law 
at the University of 
Westminster and worked as a 
debt counsellor at a London 
law centre. I am married to 
Maranda and am the son of 
the Revd and Mrs M G St 
John Nicolle of St John, 
Jersey. 




Ordinands pictured after the service with the Bishop of Oxford, Rt Revd Richard Harries 




1 Alison Cooper 

(Ascot Heath) 

2 Shaun Henson 

(Bladon w Woodstock) 



3 Emma Coley 

(Wendover and Halton) 

4 Helen Azer (St 

Aldates) 



5 Gill Lovell (Burnham 
with Dropmore, Hitcham 
and Taplow) 

6. Mark Ackford 
(Bracknell) 

7. Amanda Bloor 
(Hambleden Valley) 

8. Raymond Obin 
(Bucklebury) 

9 Neil Watkinson (St 
Andrews and St Mary 
Magdalene, Maidenhead) 



10 Peter Holmes 
(Beaconsfield) 

11 Helen Wilkinson 
(Newbury) 

12 Rachel Webbley 
(Bicester) 

13 Jason St John Nicolle 

(Kidlington with Hampton 
Poyle) 

14 Peter Jarvis 

(Thatcham) 



Amanda Bloor 

Before training for ministry, I had 
a varied career, working as a Civil 
Servant, a teacher, a personnel 
officer and Chair of the RAF 
Families’ Association, 
‘Airwaves’. My husband, Mark, 
is a helicopter navigator with the 
RAF, and we have 2 daughters, 
Sophie and Caroline. I have been 
studying for the Certificate 
in Theology at Ripon College 
Cuddesdon and am looking for- 
ward to serving my tide as Curate 
in the Hambleden Valley Group. 

Neil Watkinson 

Originally from Newcasde, I am 
married to Debbie, a hospice doc- 
tor, and we have lived in Chesham 
for 7 years. Prior to training at 
Oak Hill, I was an architect in pri- 
vate practice for 1 1 years, a year of 
which we spent in India. We are 
look forward to serving Christ and 
making the Gospel known as we 
join the Borough Church of St 
Andrew and St Mary Magdalene, 
Maidenhead. 

Peter Holmes 

For 30 years I taught maths to 
reluctant learners. Following 
redundancy I was free to study 
theology. I took a BA (Hons) AKC 
and an MA at King’s College, 
London. In 1998 I went to the 
University of Glasgow to study 
for a doctorate, which I complet- 
ed in 2001. This year I have spent 



as an ordinand at St Stephen’s 
House, Oxford. I shall serve my 
tide as a curate in the Beaconsfield 
Team. 

Rachel Webbley 

Brummie born, I moved to 
Aylesbury at 13. After school, a 
year teaching sailing at a Christian 
activity centre preceded moving to 
Durham reading French, Spanish 
and Theology. A year in France 
before my finals led to time in 
Argentina with USPG in a soup 
kitchen. Excellent preparation for 
working as a PA to a headmistress of 
an independent school! I have been 
very happy in Birmingham and 
stimulated by training at Queens. I 
will serve my curacy at Bicester 

Peter Jarvis 

I am 40, married to Sue with 
two children Daniel, 11, and 
Andrew, 8. Since leaving school 
I worked and subsequently 
owned a photographic shop in 
Ashford, Kent. 

Prior to training at St John’s, 
Nottingham, I spent three years 
at All Saints, High Wycombe as 
their youth minister. I am very 
excited about serving as assis- 
tant curate at St Mary’s, 
Thatcham and developing my 
ministry in the team. 

Helen Azer 

Having grown up in the Middle 
East, lived in the UK and 
Germany and been an under- 



graduate and ordinand in 
Oxford, I am delighted to be 
serving my tide at StAldate’s 
Church in the heart of this multi- 
cultural city. I look forward to 
the challenge and privilege of 
ordained ministry. When I’m not 
working, I hope to enjoy going to 
the cinema, travelling and eating 
Chinese food with friends. 

Mark Ackford 

I am married to Suzanne, and 
we have 2 children, Catharine 
(7) and Joshua (5). Prior to 
training at Ripon College 
Cuddesdon, I worked as a 
Dentist within the NHS, latterly 
as a Senior Dental Officer for 
Milton Keynes Primary Care 
Trust. We are now looking for- 
ward to the next stage of our 
journey with Christ as we move 
to Bracknell where I will serve 
as Assistant Curate to the 
Bracknell Team Ministry. 

Please pray for those who were 
ordained priest at Petertide: 
Catherine Butt (St Mary, 
Bletchley) Philip Chadder 
(Great Chesham) Lucinda Holt 
(Newton Long vi lie and 

Mursley); Peter Grosse 
(Reading St Matthew); Beatrice 
Pearson ( Easthampstead); 
Jason Reid (Woodley Team 
Ministry) Nicholas Cheeseman 
(Wantage) 



The Door’s guide to who’s who in church ministry 



Church ministry seems to be 
full of acronyms: from LLM’s 
to OLMs and NSMs. How 
many people really know what 
they all stand for? Here we 
print a short guide to some of 
the most common forms of 
licensed or authorised ministry 
in the Church of England. 
Stipendiary ministers: This 
refers to clergy who are in 



parish ministry or employed as 
chaplains. They are paid a 
stipend (salary). 
Non-stipendiary ministers 
(NSMs): They are priests, 
deacons and accredited lay 
workers who receive no direct 
salary or stipend for their 
ministerial work. For some the 
primary focus for their min- 
istry is the parish, for others 



known as Ministers in Secular 
Employment (MSE) the pri- 
mary focus is their workplace. 
Licensed lay ministers (LLMs): 
Formerly known as Readers, 
they are trained and work in 
parish ministry. Their licences 
are renewed every five years. 
They are responsible to a 
parish priest or area dean. 
Youth ministers: There are 



now around 40 full time 
youth ministers working with 
young people in this diocese. 
They are usually appointed by 
parishes. 

Ordained Local Ministers 
(OLMs): These are NSMs 
who are rooted in a particu- 
lar community and have a 
particular vocation to that 
community. 



Accredited Lay workers: These 
are people who work in parish- 
es on a lay basis. For example, 
Church army people are 
accredited lay workers, though 
some may also be ordained. 
They are also paid a stipend. 
Authorised to preach: Lay 
people who are authorised by 
the Bishop to preach in 
parishes. 
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Comment 

■ 



‘However distorted, we are all God’s Work of Art’ 




It’s humbling to be a little foreigner in 
a Big country. I feel like a Size 1 1 guy 
lost on a Size 21 film set of big por- 
tions, big appliances, big malls, big 
cars, even big churches. In God they 
trust — it says so on the dollar bills — 
and he’s a great big God, as we all 
sang yesterday. 

Some of us English are deeply prej- 
udiced against Americans — fasci- 
nated but envious, perhaps. Me, I 



rather like ’em. My brother’s one. He 
married in Illinois in 1976, then took 
Highway 66 to California and, even- 
tually, the profession of a butterfly 
farmer. Perhaps that’s the ultimate 
California occupation — pricey little 
beauties that snuff it before they even 
appear on your Visa statement. For all 
the USA’s manifold excess and crazi- 
ness, even barbarous Capital punish- 
ment, it is generously cut, full of 
warmth, fun, simplicity, optimism 
and self-respect. 

Chicago! Here Charlie Chaplin 
made his Essanay films, and Louis 
Armstrong recorded his hot fives and 
sevens. Here Wrigley invented chew- 
ing gum. On this improbable swamp 
Adler and Sullivan invented the sky- 
scraper, for Mies van der Rohe to 



work on last century. Here stands the 
tallest building in America. Better to 
be a foreigner than an enemy. It was- 
n’t always so. It was the British who 
burnt down Fort Dearborn in 1812. 
Anyway, that’s history, and now 
we’re deep into an all too special rela- 
tionship. On Tuesday I saw a button 
on the streets — ‘Clinton Lied: 
Nobody Died.’ 

Americans have a fun way with 
words. And guns. This was A1 
Capone’s backyard. And WMD. In 
1942, at Rockefeller’s University of 
Chicago, Enrico Fermi first split the 
atom. The purpose of the exercise, 
friends, was Mass Destruction, not 
Bunny Love baby carrots. America is 
a Melting Pot. Unity from diversity, it 
says on the dollar bills — e pluribus 



unum. It was made for little people to 
grow big — your tired, your poor; 
your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, the wretched refuse of 
your teeming shore... Actually, 
Liberty Island closed down after 9/11, 
but that’s another town, another story. 
The Blacks who poured into Union 
Station in the 1920’s and 30’s found 
they could assimilate in the Chicago 
melting pot like they couldn’t back 
home down South. Scripture says 
healthy people honour the Alien with- 
in their gates. Outwith scratchy old 
1950’s SciFi, there are no such things 
as aliens. God has made of one blood 
all his children. 

In Millennium Park there’s a huge 
squishy mirror doughnut, Anish 



Kapoor’s Cloud Gate sculpture. 
Chicagoans call it ‘the Bean’. Under it, 
faces become the face of a work of Art 
— black, pink, young, yellow, twisted, 
fresh, wrung out, old, all meld into a 
work of art. And standing there on a 
fine day, looking into those faces I 
realise that, however distorted, we are 
all what St Paul called God’s Work of 
Art. All the small minded, mean spirited 
paranoia of the Old Country, even the 
Daily Mail, seems at least 4,000 miles 
away. Amen! 

Racial Justice Sunday is on 
12 September. An ecumenical service 
to mark the day will be held at St Mary 
and St George , High Wycombe at 3pm. 
Preacher will be the Bishop of 
Dorchester and all parishes are invited 
to send representatives. 




Introducing Yamaha’s amazing new Clavinovas. 

With a selection of magnificent sounds, including organ, piano 
and strings, the Ciavinova is versatile enough to suit all forms of 
». It can be played by organist and pianist alike. And, available in a choice 
of beautiful wood finishes, it blends perfectly with both traditional and 

contemporary environments. /4n&\ l/H mm II 1 1 II 

Tb try a Ciavinova in your church, with no obligation to 'Sjp' ■ MWIrlllM 
buy, simply call 01908 369209. www.yamaha-fnuslc.co.uk 



Press: Standards and 
the ‘good old days’ 



DECLINING standards in our way 
of life seems to be a daily topic in 
our newspapers and is something 
that certainly hits home with many 
of us. How often have you heard 
people compare the ‘good old 
days’ to life today? They’re right, 
things are changing every day. 

Lowering standards can create all 
sorts of problems, like youngsters 
leaving school and becoming bored 
as they don’t have a job, and turn- 
ing to crime. It was therefore noth- 
ing of a real surprise to read in the 
Banbury Guardian that a church in 
nearby Brackley was taking steps to 
prevent vandalism by installing 
CCTV in the church. Thefts from 
churches is nothing new - nor is 
vandalism - and the church in ques- 
tion is certainly not the first and 
probably not the last to be forced 
into this position. In the past, it as 
often theft that was top of the list 
but now it appears to be vandalism. 
The hope is that if the vandals are 
caught it will not only minimise 
problems in the town but also lead 
the perpetrators on a straighter road. 

Installing CCTV would normally 
place enormous financial pressure 
on any church but, fortunately, a 
local firm has stepped in to provide 
the necessary equipment at a cost of 
about £3,500. The church has been 
broken into three times and while 
nothing valuable has been stolen, 



the cost to the church to put things 
right is something it cannot afford. 
The town is not a trouble spot but it 
all points to a lowering of stan- 
dards. It appears to a sign of the 
times and something we will have to 
get used to living with, like the cam- 
eras on our roads and town centres. 

And it is standards again that 
come into play with an issue which 
effects the whole country - mental 
health care. Moves afoot to close a 
mental health unit in Banbury and 
centralise care in Oxford is some- 
thing which concerns many, includ- 
ing the local MP and Janet 
Chapman, the vicar of St Mary’s 
Church in Banbury. This issue, the 
Banbury Cake tells us, has been 
bubbling for over two years. The 
Revd Chapman is among those 
who feel that the consultation 
process is ‘not genuine’ and the 
document up for discussion is not 
evidence based. 

It seems as if this discussion will 
go on for some time yet - but with 
little thought for the people who 
need the care and attention in the 
community. Let’s hope we are 
wrong. But we certainly need to 
move quicker if we are to improve 
the standard of life for these people, 
and we must. 

Mike Bradburn is a former journalist 
and worships at St Mary's Church in 
Banbury 



September appointments 



Revd Norman Brown, Vicai; Maidenhead 
All Saints, is to resign; Revd Alison Caw, 
NSM Asst. Curate, Beaconsfield, to be 
NSM Asst. Priest, Penn 8c Tylers Green; 
Revd Christine Collinge, NSM West 
Slough Team Ministry, to be Team Vicai; 
Ecumenical Parish of Stantonbury w. spe- 
cial responsibility for St James, New 
Bradwell; Revd Lydia Cook, Curate, 
Wallingford Deanery, has been licensed as 
NSM Associate Priest, Sandford-on- 
Thames; Revd Kathleen Ferguson, Vicar 
of Llandinam w. Trefeglwys w. 
Penstrowed and Rural Dean of Arywsdi, 
has been licensed as NSM Assistant Priest 
w. House for Duty, Shelswell; Revd Mark 
Harris, Team Curate, Cowley, to be 
Chaplain, Oriel College; Revd Martin 
Hathaway, Vicar, Potters Green, Diocese 
of Coventry, to be Asst. Priest, Bicester 8c 
Islip Deanery w. special responsibility for 
Heyfords w. Rousham 8c Somerton and 
Fritwell w. Souldem 8c Ardley w. Fewcott; 



Revd John Loveland has died; Revd Dr 
Alistair McGrath, Principal, Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford, to be Director, Oxford Centre for 
Evangelism and Apologetics based at 
Wycliffe; Revd David Meakin, Vicai; St 
Paul’s Ryhope, Sunderland, to be Priest-in- 
charge, Whitchurch w. Creslow and Team 
Leader for the Schome team; Revd Tom 
Meyrick, Chaplain, Oriel College, to be 
Priest-in-charge, Oxford St. Frideswide; 
Revd John Nicholson, Industrial 
Chaplain, Burnham 8c Slough Deanery, to 
be Mental Health Chaplain, 
Cambridgeshire 8c Peterborough NHS 
Mental Health Trust, Diocese of Ely; Revd 
Hilary Watkins, NSM Curate, Appleton 
Be Bessels leigh, to be Asst Priest, Spaxton 
w. Charlinch, Goathurst, Enmore 8c 
Aisholt, Diocese of Bath 8c Wells; Revd 
Kay Watters, NSM Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Buckingham and OLM 
Prestwood 8c Gt. Hampden has retired as 
NSM Chaplain to the Bishop. 
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Letters 



Jeffrey John’s ministry; Ofsted for parishes; baptism and books; ministering overseas 



Supporting Jeffrey John’s 
ministry 

I write in support of Jeffrey John’s 
ministry and for the affirmation of 
lesbian and gay Christians within the 
Church. I was sad to read of the 
‘large amounts of hate mail’ (page 2, 
July Door) received and can only 
presume it was from our fellow 
Christians. Sad. 

I am 54, I like many ‘normal’ 
human beings am crying out to be 
loved and to love. I have never been in 
a relationship and throughout my life 
have often felt very isolated, lonely 
and ashamed of my feelings which will 
not go away. It is hard to share with 
anyone my problem for fear of rejec- 
tion (especially by those ‘family mem- 
bers’ of the church where I worship). 

I did not choose my sexuality and 
it remains with me no matter how 
much I pray or wish it away. My only 
identity is as a son of God: loved and 
created by Him. I hope and believe. 

I have received the warmth of 
acceptance and affection, friendship 
from priests who I have met who 
are gay (and a few who are ‘nor- 
mal’); they have helped my low self- 
esteem, made me feel included in 
God’s family, rather than feeling 
isolated. I and other friends (hetero- 
sexual) have found them to be faith- 
ful, honest and loving parish 
priests, affirming spiritual growth 
where they serve, true to their 
vocation. 

Finally I ask myself this question: 
are our fellow Christians afraid of 
showing love towards us for fear of 
being labelled gay? My reply is: the 
Lord loves us and commands us to 
love one another. 

Stephen 

full name and address withheld 



Ofsted for Parishes 
THANK you for this item. It is chal- 
lenging, direct, courageous and reali- 
ty based. I am thankful for the 
appointment of our new Bishop who 
seems to look to Christ as he uses his 
gifts of foresight and pragmatism in 
his ministry. 

I am a new church warden of a 
small parish in the diocese, and am 
really thankful to hear to the guid- 
ance offered by our new Bishop since 
his recent appointment. 

Eileen Harrop 
by email 



No welcome for my son 

DUE to circumstances of godparents 
living overseas I have put off my 
son’s baptism until now (he is 4). 
However, because his godparents are 
only on a short visit this summer, the 
only Sunday they have is the third 
Sunday of a month. My parish bap- 
tisms take place on the 4th Sunday 
and the Revd Paul Parks told me it 
would have to be that Sunday or a 
baptism by proxy. As we have been 
waiting for them to come back and 
celebrate with' us, I do not want a 
baptism by proxy so my son is 
unable to be baptized. Who said the 
clergy were welcoming? 

Lorraine Ferre 

by email 

Revd Parks confirmed in conversation 
that policy of his church has recently 
changed to encourage baptisms to take 
place within the family of the church at a 
family service, Ed. 



Virtual Library 

IN the May edition you published a 
letter from David Hodgson lament- 
ing the fact the clergy, as an occupa- 
tional group, appeared to be at the 



bottom of the league as regards time 
spent in reading for pleasure. He 
expressed interest in hearing from 
anyone who would like to explore 
the idea of a virtual and collective 
lending library. May I trespass on 
your columns to introduce a website 
I have developed which does precise- 
ly that? The website is at www.the- 
virtual-library.co.uk and it enables 
members to browse around a data- 
base of books that belong to other 
members. At present, only two towns 
- Buckingham and Wokingham - 
have books in the virtual library but 
further branches can be set up for other 
towns very easily. I can be contacted on 
my email address at librarian@the-vir- 
tual-library.co.uk if anyone would 
like a branch in their home town. 
Steve Watkins 
Buckingham 



Kimberley and Kuniman link 

THREE years ago I visited Kuruman 
at the invitation of the Moffat 
Mission to run a workshop for cler- 
gy on HIV/AIDS. Participants from 
at least five different denominations 
travelled a considerable distance to 
be there and for many of them it was 
their first opportunity to talk to each 
other openly about HIV. In the 
course of the weekend, a couple of 
young Anglican priests, hearing I 
was from Oxford, asked me about 
the link between the two dioceses, 
commenting that it was a shame that 
this seemed to be benefiting only 
senior clergy and diocesan officials. 

It was good, therefore, to read in 
your July/August edition that 
parishes here are being encouraged 
to become involved in relatively 
small short-term projects in 
Kimberley and Kuruman (the exam- 



ple you give relates to financing 
improvements to the cathedral site 
and the diocesan centre). It would 
perhaps be even better if the link 
could also be used to benefit congre- 
gations whose suffering is rather 
greater than that caused by the lack 
of an air-conditioned office. 

Currently in South Africa 22 per 
cent of adults aged 15-49 are living 
with HIV/AIDS and in the next 
decade one in every five adults will 
die. Within the next six years life 
expectancy is predicted to fall to just 
40. If this is hard to imagine, look at 
your own congregation next 
Sunday, mentally strike out every 
fifth person and think of everyone 
left who is over 40 as living on bor- 
rowed time. This is the reality of life 
in South Africa, except in the town- 
ships, where the rate of infection is 
higher still. 

As Christians we have real choic- 
es to make. The appeal for air con- 
ditioning and for work to the 
Bishop's office in Kimberley 
amounts to £3,750. If churches 
were to give a further £3,750 to 
Christian Aid they could pay for a 
year’s schooling for 375 children in 
a South African township who have 
lost one or both parents to 
HIV/AIDS. Twice that amount 
would pay for the children's books 
as well. 

Dr Paula Clifford 

Christian Aid, London 



Where Is the Church? 

WE are witnessing in our society the 
sustained erosion of freedom, the 
increasing encroachment of the state 
and the death of common sense, the 
total victory of the Darwinists, the 
secular humanists and postmod- 
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Christingle 

Shining light into darkness 




Christ ingle originated in the 
Moravian Church to 174? 



Chartty registration number £21 124 



i ... Let your light 

shine before all people ... 

Matthew 5:16 

Shine a light into young lives with Christingle - the fun family service 
everyone wants to be part of. 

Your service will make a vital contribution to our work, helping us to give 
the 100,000 children who run away from home each year somewhere safe 
to go and someone sound to talk to. 

For more information, register for your free resource pack online at 



www.christingle.org or call 0845 300 1128 



ernists in shaping our culture. To call 
it a victory is stretching it a bit as the 
church has hardly made a fight of it: 
at best it seems irrelevant and and at 
worst is seems to have acquiesced. Its 
leaders concentrate instead on global 
warming, the level of unemployment 
and the UN. 

Each day brings fresh news that 
the government is proposing new 
legislation to curb this or that aspect 
of anti-social behaviour. Meanwhile 
scientists have identified genes that make 
some people susceptible to aggression or 
antisocial behaviour and offer us the 
‘happy’ prospect of being able to ‘isolate 
a foetus’ with this genetic malfunction 
before birth. 

The general thrust of all this research 
and legislation is to acknowledge that 
Britain is witnessing a moral collapse 
of unprecedented proportions. 

Our political leaders see the symp- 
toms and pass laws, pass money, cre- 
ate programmes and build aware- 
ness. But this is the stuff of King 
Canute by seeking to force the waves 
of permissive social change to retreat 
down the beach. 

Yet as faith retreats all we are left 
with is legislation, education and 
money. Morality and restraint have bro- 
ken down and government encroaches 
our freedoms to create a semblance of 
order The tragedy is that many in the 
church campaign for changes in the law 
rather than hearts. 

Of course legislation can work, but 
at what cost? I know of a city of three 
and a half million people where there 
is not a single scrawl of graffiti on the 
walls, where there are no teenage 
yobs hassling visitors, where there is 
no materialism, no exploitation of 
women in the newspapers, no homo- 
sexuality, no pornography, no family 
breakdown, no drug addicts, no 
drunk drivers, no anti-social behav- 
iour, where young people are deeply 
respectful of their elders. This would 
seem like heaven on earth, but this city 
is Pyongyang, North Korea, where the 
ruling authorities had achieved social 
order by legislation and fear and shut- 
ting off contact with the outside world. 
Order had been achieved but the cost 
was the systematic elimination of free- 
dom of speech, thought or action. 

This is where those who advocate 
‘legislation’ as the solution for our 
moral chaos are taking us. Without 
moral underpinning, the government 
is left with no alternative but to 
erode our freedoms to enforce a syn- 
thetic man-made social order. 

Who is to blame? As theologian John 
Stott wrote: ‘If the house is dark when 
nightfall comes, there is no sense in 
blaming the house, for that is what hap- 
pens when the sun goes down. The 
question to ask is: ‘where is the light?’ 
Just so, if society deteriorates and stan- 
dards decline till it becomes dark as 
night there is no sense in blaming socie- 
ty, that is what happens when fallen 
men and women are left to themselves 
and human selfishness is unchecked.- 

The question to ask is ‘Where is the 
Church?’ 

Tom Benyon 

Member of the College of Evangelists 

Buckingham 



Alison Webster’s column 
will return next month 
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Songs of Praise 




Soloist Katherine Jenkins who sang Ave Maria 



Behind the, 
scenes with 
Songs of Praise 



WWW. ECCLESIASTICAL .co. uk 



INSUftANCt YOU CAN IILIIVI IN 




At Ecclesiastical we believe that the care of your church is vital for future generations. 
We're as passionate and dedicated as you are, which is why most churches in the UK put us first 
for insurance. So if you're looking for an outstanding service and comprehensive cover, believe 
in us. For more information in the Oxford area, please call Nick Yearsley on 07740 378603 

A member of the General Insurance Standards Council 



Songs of Praise has been going 
for 40 years and remains at the 
heart of the BBC’s Religious 
Broadcasting. So when it was 
announced the crew were 
recording at Blenheim Palace, 
editor Rebecca Paveley and 
photographer Frank Blackwell 
turned up early to catch a 
glimpse of how the show was 
put together... 



It is early in the morning when 
we arrive at Blenheim, yet the sun 
is blazing and the BBC crew are 
already hard at work. In the mid- 
dle of the palace courtyard, an 
elaborate mock Roman stage is 
being set up. Girls dressed in 
black, talking into handsets, race 
around importantly. The dressing 
truck for the stars is in place and 
Aled Jones’ private car parking 
space is filled with a large 4 x4, 
though the presenter himself is 
nowhere in sight, yet. 

The Songs of Praise crew have 
been in Oxfordshire for four days 
already, staying in Woodstock. I 
later discover that Aled has 
stayed overnight for just one 
night, choosing instead to drive 
back to London each night to his 
wife and 2 year old daughter. 

They are all now familiar with 
the Palace and the town. ‘Its a 
fantastic location for Songs of 
Praise,’ says Aled later. ‘I inter- 
viewed Jamie Blandford earlier in 
the week, and the Duke gave me 
a tour of the Palace.’ 

It was Jamie Blandford’s idea 
for the show to come to Blenheim 
as part of the 300th anniversary 
celebrations of the Battle of 
Blenheim. He first suggested it to 
the Rector of Woodstock, Roger 
Humphreys, 18 months ago. 
Both he and Roger then wrote to 
the series producer of Songs of 
Praise, Michael Wakelin. Michael 
says he jumped at the idea. It 
seems a long way in advance to 



start planning the show, but those 
18 months were needed, he says. 
‘With big events like this, when 
we are having congregations of 
4,000 plus, big stars like Chris de 
Burgh and Katherine Jenkins, you 
need all the time you can get.’ 

Star names 

Katherine is sitting in the BBC 
catering room, which is set up in 
one of the rooms off the court- 
yard. Her hair in elaborate curls, 
she is calm and chatty. Only 24, 
she is used to publicity as a former 
winner of BBC Wales Choirgirl of 
the year. She is surrounded by her 
mother and sister, as well as her 
agent, but all are friendly and very 
happy to be working with Songs 
of Praise. Niki, Katherine’s agent, 
says she has been trying for a 
while to get her on the show and 
that she has other well-known 
singers on her books, eager to fol- 
low in her 

footsteps. 

The increasing number of stars 
featured in the show is one of a 
number of changes that seems to 
have come in in recent years. And 
increasingly now the presenters 
are stars in their own right, even 
before they start work with the 
BBC - such as Olympic gold 
medallist Jonathan Edwards, a 
committed Christian, whose leap 
from athletics to front of camera 
has been seamless and hugely suc- 
cessful. Michael Wakelin is clear- 
ly very proud of his team of pre- 



THE DOOR : SEPTEMBER 2004 



11 



Songs of Praise 




- *« 



'J9 



senters. He says he now has a huge 
number of star guests to choose from, 
all wanting to appear on Songs of 
Praise. The problem, as always, is 
money. 

‘Our budget has been halved in the 
last 10 years, but we have as many 
programmes to fill as ever. Our slot is 
always being messed around with as 
well - one week we are on BBC1 at 5, 
the next week its BBC2 at 4.20 and 
we get hardly any warning. I wish 
people would write in and complain. 
Messing around with our slot annoys 
our regular viewers and has an 
impact on our audience figures.’ 

Money is one reason why the show 
does less of the more intimate parish 
visits, and more of the big showcase 
events. ‘It sounds mad,’ says Michael. 
‘But it is actually more expensive to 
film the show in a parish than it is to 
do something like this. Its all to do 
with lighting and technical stuff.’ 

Rehearsals 

As we have been speaking, the crew 
have been hard at it. The bandstand, 
where the soloists and musicians will 
perform, is nearly finished in the cen- 
tre of the courtyard. Some chairs have 
been set out, as guides for rows so 
that the congregation can add their 
own folding chairs alongside. 

The floor manager, Geoff Sluggett, 
is briefing people from Woodstock 
who have turned up to act as stew- 
ards? for the 4,000 congregation. 
They are all members of Roger 
Humphrey’s church and are happy to 
help - until they realise that despite 



the 30 degree heat they have to wear 
luminous yellow jackets! Their job is 
to get the congregation seated and 
leave room for the camera crews to 
zoom up and down aisles, capturing 
footage. St John’s ambulance are also 
in place, ready to deal with com- 
plaints (and there are rr^ny) of wasp 
stings and sunstroke. 

Rehearsals are now underway. The 
choir - all members of local churches 
- are put through their paces for an 
hour, before the stars get their chance 
to try out the set. I had earlier caught 
just a glimpse of Chris de Burgh, sur- 
rounded by his minders. Now, how- 
ever, he strolls on stage, to loud 
applause from the seated choir. He is 
the only artist not to be performing 
live, and has to wait while his sound- 
track is put in place. While he waits, 
he gives his eager listeners an 
imprompu couple of lines, without 
backing track or singers - and is 
greeted by a roar of appreciation. He 
tells Aled Jones that he sings for ‘the 
glory of God’. 

It is now heating up and the con- 
gregation are arriving early. The crew 
disappear off for tea and a break, 
before recording starts at 4pm. 

Aled Jones jollies along those wilt- 
ing in the heat as we are made to sing 
each hymn several times before the 
producer is satisfied. The courtyard is 
packed with people of all ages. The 
cameras scan the aisles. We are told 
to keep smiling and look up - or the 
camera will ignore us. I’m sure the 
camera is peering at me as a wasp 
stings my hand, so I struggle to main- 



tain my smile. 

The final Blessing 

Recording takes three hours, but 
despite the intense heat, everyone 
remains cheerful. Almost last up on 
stage is Roger Humphreys, who is giv- 
ing the final blessing. He told me earli- 
er he’d practised it as that morning’s 



8am service in Woodstock and he con- 
fidently repeats it in front of the cam- 
eras. There is a pause, and then we 
learn that the sound was wrong and 
Roger has to do it again. He does - 
and his blessing is completely differ- 
ent! He was doing it off the cuff, he 
explains to laughs. 

So the recording comes to an end and 



the crowd disperses. It has been a joyful 
day, truly a celebration. Now we’ll just 
have to wait to see if our smiles merited 
a quick glance from the cameras! 

Songs of Praise from Blenheim will be 
broadcast on September 12. For more 
photographs from the day , see our web- 
site www. oxford.anglican. org/door 
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THE HAWTHORNS 

CELEBRATES ASCOT 



The Hawthorns celebrated Ascot 2004 in true 
style on June 25 & 26, making it the third annual 
Ascot weekend celebrations! 

It began Friday as entries for the flower arranging 
contest started 
arriving in the 
main foyer. Bets 
were taken for all 
the races right up 
to the start of the 
first race. 

Whilst champagne 
and cucumber 
sandwiches were 
being served in the 
lovely garden areas 
adjacent to the race 
course, the 

introduction to the jockeys began. Most of the jockeys 
came with lots of experience, having run in the last 
two Ascots here at The Hawthorns. Although there 
were several last minute replacements due to training 
injuries. 

Prizes and winnings combined with lots of sunshine 
made for a great day at the races for all. Strawberries 
and cream followed the races and jockey award 
ceremonies. 

The races raised over £275 for the resident nominated 
"Help Hammer Cancer" charity. 

Saturday was the candle lit supper and the awarding 
of prizes for the flower arranging contest. Our special 



guest judge was Ms Sylvia Holt from the Yatton 
Horticultural Society whose help was very 
much appreciated. 

The Hawthorns is the first of only 
two facilities in the UK offering 
gracious retirement living. The most 
common reasons given for taking up 
residency at The Hawthorns are: the 
provision of waitress served 3 meals 
every day in our lovely dining room 
overlooking the Bristol channel; the 
availability of regular 
transportation; weekly 
housekeeping; live in managers who 
are on call 24 hours a day in case 
of emergencies; a social calendar- 
plenty of opportunities to make 
friends with over 100 residents on site. The 
monthly rent pays for ail of this plus the utilities and 
cable make The Hawthorns a very good value. 

To celebrate our nine year anniversary we are holding 
a garden party BBQ on the bank holiday Monday 
August 30, 2004. We anticipate a lovely afternoon 
with live entertainment and games in the gardens 
which overlook the Bristol channel. If you would like 
to join us, or would like to request our Information 
packet please call for a reservation. We would be glad 
to welcome you. 

Telephone: 01275 790060. 

The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, North 
Somerset BS21 7EH. 






For information, please call: 

(01275)790060 

The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 7EH 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 



"Gracious Retirement Living" 

means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 



The Happier Child 



Many parents say they 
can barely remember the 
early months of a child’s 
life. 

They pass in a blur of 
sleepless nights,endless 
feeding and dirty nappies. 
While most parents find it 
a struggle to keep their 



eyes open,experts say that 
the first 18 months are the 
most important of a 
person's life and shape the 
way they will interact with 
people in their later 



years.A child's experiences 
during those formative 
years have a huge impact 
on not only an emotional 
but also a physiological 
level, developing parts of 



the brain that control 
emotion and help a person 
respond to others in a 
social context. 

There are few who make 
the transition from being 
childless to parent 
smoothly. 

OX PIP, the Oxford Parent 
Infant Project, offers one- 
to-one counselling sessions 
for parents of infants under 
the age of two to help them 
cope with this change, feel 
more positively about 
themselves and help 
parents develop a crucial 
bond with their child. 

This bond is essential in the 
development of the child. 
OX PI P's has a team of 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 



West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older ^ 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and either a single or a double person bedroom. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 




Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on:01295 258859 

45WestStTeet Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA JK “'nStlSHoUSing 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 M Association 
Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group 



highly trained and qualified 
counsellors, for more 
information and to contact 
OXPIP call 01865 
778034. 




Green Pastures 



Christian Nursing Home 
The Hawthorns 
Banbury, Oxon 0X16 9FA 
Tel: 01295 279963 
Reg Charity No: 297937 



We provide full Nursing Care within a 
Christian environment in our purpose 
built home. 

We are able to offer accommodation to 
elderly people, whether they are funded by 
private means, or through Social Services. 

Our philosophy is to: 

....Show mercy and compassion to one 
another. Zbch 7:9 * 



Green Pastures Christian Nursing Home 

Green Pastures Christian Nursing Home has been providing 
nursing care in Banbury for 13 years. There are 26 single 
rooms and 2 shared rooms, catering for 30 residents. The 
Home is run as a non profit making charitable company with a 
Board of Directors drawn from churches across the area. The 
Home remains a popular choice for local people. 

We have all the facilities required to care for very dependent 
residents. The home is equipped with hoists, assisted baths 
and a comprehensive nurse call system. Our Activities 
Organiser keeps residents stimulated socially and there are 
weekly worship services and monthly communions for their 
spiritual needs. 

Not all the staff or residents are Christians and we remain 
open to care for all who are in need, whether state or privately 
funded. But the ethos of the Home is distinctively Christian 
which we trust is reflected in the quality of care we provide. 



OXPIP 



the Oxford Parent Infant Project 





• Getting to know your baby 
takes time 

• OXPiP can help parents 
cope with newborn babies 

• OXPiP provides confidential 
counselling to parents 



Supported by the Community Fund 



We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 

who will be pleased to show you around. 

T^ardington Near Banbury, 

f^OUSE Oxon 0^17 1SD 

NURSING HOME Telephone: (01295) 750513 



To contact OXPIP call (01866) 778034 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



luti/ndA am Jfousincj 
Association 

The Wyndham Housing Association provides 
worry-free accommodation for retired people. 
Situated close to the cultural and social life of 
historic Oxford, we offer self contained one- 
bedroom flats for sale or rent. 

Our all-inclusive monthly charge covers 
everything except your telephone bill and 
Council Tax. Services include 24-hour Warden 
cover, cooked lunch and a light supper served 
to each flat daily, all heating, lighting and 
building repair costs, gardening and a range 
of other important services 




For further information please contact: 

The Administrator, Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford 0X2 6JJ. 

Tel: 01865 511239 
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POWERGEN 



Mrs Jones lives in a one 
bedroom property in the 
West Midlands, with 
Staywarm from Powergen 
she would pay £807 per week 



Mr and Mrs Williams live in a 
two bedroom property in the 
South West with Staywarm 
from Powergen they would 
pay £12 63 per week. 



NO SURPRISE BILLS. 

JUST ALL THE ELECTRICITY 
AND GAS YOU NEED* 



CALL STAYWARM FROM POWERGEN 



Designed for the over 60s. Staywarm from Powergen 
offers you complete peace of mind However much 
electricity or gas you need, you pay one low price that's 
fixed for a year from when you sign up* - weekly, 
fortnightly or monthly You can choose to pay by 
Direct Debit or by cash or cheque at the Post Office 



Please quote ref Rt 

8am - 7pm Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm Saturday 
Before calling please make sure you have a copy of your 
latest electricity and gas bills to hand. 

www.staywarm.co.uk 

Terms and condition* apply. Prices correct as at June 2004. 

•Staywarm fc designed for households that do not use very large amounts of energy 
some households may therefore not quSify to jom 

Staywarm & 2 kerned rrac&tg name of Bergen ftet&l Ltd. ifagsimd sn En^nd No. 34074 $1 
registered Office VYe&wsod Way. Westwood Business Part Coventry CV4 &C 



All the electricity and gas you need 
Regular low fixed payments 
No unexpected bills 
Designed for the over 60s 



Music in the Abbey, Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 

Featured Artist: Tasmin Little, Violin 

Featured Composers: Beethoven and Part 



Friday 17 September 2004 ~ 
7.30pm 

Beethoven Grosse Fuge 
Part Tabula Rasa 

Benjamin Wallfisch Speaking Silence 
Tchaikovsky Serenade for Strings 

Saturday 18 September 2004 ~ 
10.00am - 2.30pm 
Come & Sing 

Programme: to be confirmed 

Please contact OSJ for tickets. Tel: 020 8857 8579 

Saturday 18 September 2004 ~ 
7.30pm 

David Bedford Clothed in Robes of 
Music 

Part Cantus in memoriam Benjamin 
Britten 

Beethoven Romances in G and F for 
Violin and Orchestra 
Part Fratres 

Schubert Symphony No 5 in B flat 

Sunday 19 September 2004 ~ 
10.30am • 1.30pm 
Venue: Dorchester Village Hall 

Masterclass with Tasmin Little 

Please contact OSJ for tickets. Tel: 020 8857 8579 



Sunday 19 September 2004 ~ 

7.30pm 

Part Magnificat 

Part Silouan's Song 

Beethoven Elegischer Gesang Op 118 

Part Summa (choral version) 

Part ... which was the Son of ... 
Tavener Elizabeth, Full of Grace 
Part Nunc Dimittis 
Beethoven Violin Concerto 



Tickets range from £8.00 - £22.50 



Box Office: 01865 305305 

www.ticketsoxford.com 



For a free Festival brochure 
call OSJ 

Tel: 020 8857 8579 or email 
info@osj.org.uk 



Festival Sponsor: 

The T aste of Honey 



FOR SALE 

TIMESHARE IN THE FRENCH ALPS 

Two weeks in August 
at S A Residence Emeraude, 

La Belle Plagne 
Cost: €1500 

For further details contact: 

The Trusts Administrator 
Diocesan Church House 01865 208203 



Still independent, 
their personal and 
caring service covers 
all aspects of funeral 
directing 



Guild of St Barnabas (Anglican Guild of Nurses founded 18761 

Retreat: Monday Sept 13th - Thurs Sept 16th 2004 

Open to anyone wishing to deepen their Christian lives 
through prayer and silence, in fellowship with others. 

St Columba s House, Woking Surrey GU22 8AB 
Cost:- £80.00. Retreat led by Mrs Wanda Nash. 

For all further details, please contact the Secretary: Mrs Sally Wainman, 
22 Hatfield Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 9AF. 

Tel: 01473 414853 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



OUR FAMILY SERVING 
YOUR FAMILY” 

ALBERT STREET, BANBURY 
Town Centre-Clients car park 
01295 265424 day and night 









John and Maurice HUMPHRIS 

(Members National Association of Funeral Directors) 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO CARE 

Since 1 880 - The Humphris Family have 
served the local community. 






Let us 

care for your 
loved ones grave 

• Planned grave tending 

• Restorations • Floral tributes 

GRAVETRUST 

Orchard House, Bridge Street, 

Gt. Bardfleld, Essex CM7 4ST 

Nationwide service established since 1995. Free brochure. 

Tel: 01571 811322 



The Diocese of Oxford 






Administrator - 
Communications Department 



The Communications Department is the 
public face of Diocesan Church House and 
this role is central to its smooth and efficient 
running. 

As department administrator, with responsibility 
for managing aspects of diocesan 
publications, it is likely that our ideal candidate 
will have had previous experience of working 
in a media/publishing environment. 

We are looking for a confident person with 
excellent administrative and communication 
skills for this busy and varied role. As well as 
having good planning and prioritising skills, our 
ideal candidate will have a good telephone 
manner and the ability to deal with people at 
all levels. A good working knowledge of 
Microsoft Office is also essential. 

Salary - SPS scale £1 7,399 to £19,766 per 
annum. 

For further information and a company 
application form, please telephone 01 865 
208200 or e-mail: 
sally.wildman@oxford.anglican.org 

We are committed to the promotion of equal 
opportunities for all. 



ua weii-Deino 
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^ Saturday 25th September 2004 ° n 

10am - 5pm Baby Massage 

St. Batholomew’s School, Andover Road Hypnotherapy 
Newbury 

Free Admission Health Visitors 



Resuscitation 
classes and 
demonstrations 



Dr Andrew Boon Consultant Paediatrician at RBH Alison Evans SEN MNP talking 
discussing MMR, health, nutrition and child obesity about routines, multiple births 

PLUS lots of expert advice, fire safety information, free car seat safety check 
and a free Goodie Bag for the first 300 registrants! 



v Baby Wellbeing is organised by 
V> ,l\ The Cot Death Society - Supporting New Life 
\ fflrV 4 West Mi,,s Yard - Kennet Road > Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5LP 
|k\/| Tel: 01635 38137 Fax: 01635 38141 
/ Charity Registration Number 1092653 



We Buy Land 

w ith/without development potential. 

Ideally close to village and with some road frontage. 
All plot sizes and circumstances considered. 



For an exploratory chat 
without any obligation 
Call freephone: 

0800 169 5723 
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Serving the urban poor 



WHEN you meet them they seem quite an 
ordinary couple; in their thirties, with two 
young children, speaking with a slight 
New Zealand accent. Their names are 
Kristin and Susan Jack. He is in Oxford for 
a year; studying for a masters degree at the 
Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, she is 
working part time as a medical researcher 
in the University. 

But when you find out more, you find 
that their lives are far from ordinary. 

For the last nine years they have been 
living in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, work- 
ing with an organisation called Servants 
to the Urban Poor. And living with the 
urban poor, in a simple Cambodian 
dwelling right among the slum communi- 
ty on the outskirts of Phnom Penh. They 
are there to bring health, hope and the 




The Jacks family, who have moved to 
Oxford from Cambodia 



love of God to some of the poorest and 
most needy people in a very poor and 
needy country - a country still trying to 
recover from the dreadful killing fields of 
the Pol Pot reign of terror; where nearly 
one third of the country (including most of 
the educated leadership) was slaughtered. 

Servants provide health services for 
those who can not afford hospital fees, and 
love, support and comfort for the sick and 
dying. It was no real surprise to the Jacks 
when, just before coming to the UK, a 
pregnant women arrived and delivered her 
baby on their office floor; having been sent 
to them by the local hospital who would 
not take her because she could not pay 
their fee. 

Servants is now a mixture of ex-pats 
and local Cambodians, with the aim 
being to hand over entirely to the 
Cambodians as soon as possible. Alongside 
these professionals are teams of volunteers 
from local churches, who provide individ- 
ual love and support. One woman, dying 
with AIDS, said ‘Servants’ workers come 
and sit with me. When they pray with me I 
feel at peace. I can sleep at nights’. 

Another part of Servants , called HALO 

- Hope, Assistance and Love for Orphans 

- sets up a mentoring scheme where young- 
sters from local churches become adopted 
brothers and sisters to the orphaned young- 
sters and give them hope and love and fun. 



One of the young leaders of this work is 
called Nay Greenfield. Her father and 
much of her family were killed in the Pol 
Pot regime and she, her brother and wid- 
owed mother were nurtured by Christians 
in a refugee camp and then by more 
Christians after they escaped to New 
Zealand. She has now returned to her own 
people, to serve them. 

It is impossible when reflecting on these 
folk not to think of Christ who became 
incarnate for us, who came to this earth, 
lived among us and took upon himself the 
role of a servant. (Philippians 2v7). What 
an example! And yet the Jacks would not 
see themselves as being anything special, 
just ordinary Christians doing extraordi- 
nary things as they follow the example of 
Jesus, the servant king. 

Please pray for the Jacks, for Servants 
and for the people of Cambodia, that the 
Kingdom of God may flourish there. 
Pray for the Jacks and their family, Kaleb 
6 and Emma 4, for Servants that the 
Cambodians may be equipped to increas- 
ingly take on its leadership themselves, and 
for Cambodia with its poverty and 
HTV/AIDS that it may prosper not only 
physically but spiritually. 

Brian E Woolnough 
Brian is a volunteer with Tearfund. 
Servants is an organisation partnered and 
supported by Tearfund 



Class confetti 



Review 



1 Here's a lovely 
Inew idea 
(well, new to me) that dropped 
through my letterbox last 
week. It was a sample of con- 
fetti made from real flower 
petals - delphiniums, appar- 
ently. Great idea, I thought. No 
more horrible paper stuff out- 
side the Church. Completely 
bio-degradable. Real class! 
And theologically more appro- 
priate too.The confetti is pro- 
duced by Charles Hudson, a 
farmer from Worcestershire, 
who is offering churches the 
chance to buy the confetti at 



trade prices and sell it on to 
brides at a small profit. You can 
ask for samples to give to 
Brides to be, or you can order 
the stuff yourself - no minimum 
order, so very little risk here! 

The company is The Real 
Flower Petal Confetti 
Company, Wyke Manor, 
Pershore, Worcs WR10 3NZ. 
Tel: 01386 555045 or email 
charles^confettidirect.co.uk 
No, we don't get a commis- 
sion. Just passing on a good idea. 

Revd Richard Thomas 
Diocesan Communications 
Director 



Crossword competition winners 



We had dozens of correct 
entries for our crossword com- 
petition in the July/August 
Door so had to puli three 
answers out of a hat. The win- 
ners are: Mrs Beer, Old 



Windsor; Alan Saunders, 
Farnborough; and Miss S 
Dollemore, Chesham Bois. 
They all win copies of A 
Pocket Guide to the Bible, 
published by Lion. 



New church offers free gifts 



A new church plant in a school 
on a large housing estate in 
Carterton is planning a free give- 
away at a fun day this month. 

Everything at the event on 
the 5 September wifi be free. 



said the Revd Roy Turner. The 
fun day is being held at St 
John's primary school on 
Shilton Park, Carterton. For 
more details call 01993 
844175. 
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THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

presents 

A CELEBRATION OF THE 
BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 

at the Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul, 
Newport Pagnell 

Join us on Saturday 11th September 2004. 
Evensong commences at 4pm, and following tea. 
Holy Communion will be celebrated at 6pm 
The Bishop of Buckingham 

WILL OFFICIATE AT BOTH SERVICES 
For further details, please contact: 
Telephone: 01908 200897 
E-mail: <OxfordPBS@aol.com> 
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Produce your own 

MAGAZINES 
NEWSLETTERS 
PARISH INFORMATION 

with the 

OfiDSO 

Digital Printer 



New & Refurbished 
Photocopiers always available 




Professionally 

Efficiently 

Economically as a Printer 
Delivers 130 copies per minute 
Operates like a copier 
1 ,000 copies cost only £1 .37 

(plus paper) 




For details or demonstration phone APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

( 023 ) 80 330611 

Unit 5 • Viceroy House • Mountbatten Business Centre • Southampton • S0 15 1 Hy 



Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. v 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 




Aspects of 
Bereavement 



a series of 8 lectures 
in Oxford beginning 

October 7th 2004 

at 7.30pm 



For more details and an application form ring 

01865 202242 



or write to: 

Oxford Cruse, Wesley Memorial Hall 
New Inn Hall Street, Oxford OXl 2DH 




A retreat introducing the 
tradition and practice of 
Christian meditation. 
Lawrence Freeman OSB 



Sons and Daughters of Abraham 
- a conference of inter-faith 
dialogue. Speakers: Ibraham 
Hewitt, Niles Elliot Goldstein 
and Garth Hewitt. 



Christian Retreat. 
Conferences and 
Holiday Centre 



• Ecumenical Programme of 
Retreats and Workshops 

• Perfect venue for Restoration 
and Re-discovery 

• Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 

• Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 



LES 

COTIIS 



For more details please contact: Meg White 
La CotUs, St Peter Port, Guernsey, 
Channel Islands GUI 1UU. 
TeL 01481 727793 Fax : 01481 701062 
e-mail: info@lacotils.com 



Capable people 

who are seeking a larger 
additional or Full Time 
income should look at: 

iuu)ui.ju5treu)drd5.uk.(oni 

or phone 

01202 297541 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



October 3rd 2004 

ANIMAL WELFARE 

SUNDAY 

IS YOUR CHURCH REMEMBERING 
THE ANIMALS ON THAT DAY? 

For a free information pack including order of 
service, sermon ideas and factsheet about this 
years theme 'laboratory animals' contact: 

The Secretary, 

Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals, 

PO Box 7193, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8QX 
Tel: 01252 843093 
Email: AngSocWelAnimals@aol.com 
Website: www.aswa.org.uk 

Also, come and join us at our special service at 
St Margarets, Westminster Abbey on 

Saturday 2nd October - 2.30pm. 

Speaker: Bishop John Austin Baker 

“...for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a 
thousand hills. I know every bird in the mountains, and the 

creatures of the field are mine. for the world is mine, and 

all that is in it". Psalm SO vs 10-12 
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News 






Fatherhood, domestic violence and clergy discipline: 
a report from General Synod 



September recipe: St Clement’s Cake 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Many of you may remember the old nursery rhyme ‘Oranges and Lemons rang 
the bells of St Clements’. Apart from a grasping St Martin demanding five far- 
things, I don’t remember the rest of it, but recently there was a cake competition 
which I decided to enter. The cake was based on citrus fruits so I called it St 
Clement’s cake. Alas, I didn’t win a prize but friends and family who sampled it 
thought it was delicious, so I thought readers might like to try it. 



Ingredients 

You will need three 7 or 8 inch sand- 
wich tins, greased and lined. 

2 large oranges 
1 large lemon 

6oz - 175g self-raising flour 
1 1/2 teaspoons of baking powder 
6oz - 175g castor sugar 
6oz - 175g icing sugar 
12oz - 350g soft margarine 

3 large free range eggs 

Half a jar of good quality lemon curd 
Cake decorations of orange and lemon 
slices 

1 1/2 tablespoons of finely cut orange 
jelly marmalade 

Method 

Make up 2/3rds of the cake mixture 
using 2 of the eggs, 4oz of the sugar and 
4oz of the soft margarine. Grate the zest 
of the oranges into this mixture. Then 
squeeze out the juice into a separate bowl 
and take one dessert spoon of the orange 
juice and stir into the sponge mixture. 
Beat until the mixture is creamy and is 
light in colour. It should drop lightly off 
the spoon with a little shake. If it is too 



sloppy add a little more sieved flour until 
it is the required consistency. Divide the 
mixture evenly between two of the cake 
tins. Make a slight indentation in the cen- 
tre to allow it to rise evenly. 

Next, proceed with the lemon cake by 
using the remaining margarine and sugar 
and flour and the finely grated rind of a 
lemon. Use one teaspoon of the juice and 
leave the rest for later. Fill the last tin with 
this mixture. 

Cook the three cakes for approx 18 min- 
utes in an oven at Gas Mark 3/ 
375F/170C, slightly less for a fan oven. 
The cakes are ready when a lightly press- 
ing finger doesn’t leave a dent. Cool on 
wire racks. When cold, place one of the 
orange sponges on a cake dish or board 
and spread with the lemon curd. Place the 
lemon sponge on top and spread that 
with the orange marmalade. Cover with 
the final orange cake. Beat the icing sugar 
and the remaining orange and lemon 
juice together; adding the juice carefully 
until a good spreading consistency is 
achieved. Decorate the top with this and 
the orange and lemon slices. Enjoy it! 



THE world out there thinks that the 
General Synod is important! At least 
important enough for media expo- 
sure: why else would Justice4Fathers 
this year, and Outrage! last year, have 
chosen to disrupt our proceedings so 
dramatically? During the Service on 
Sunday, the Minster was invaded by a 
dozen or so men dressed in diverse 
clerical attire, one of whom then was 
allowed to address us and ask why 
we were keen on marriages in church, 
but not good at supporting families 
afterwards. While their tactics were 
nothing but deplorable, most of 
us left the Minster pondering on 
their message. 

We met Friday to Tuesday with a 
full agenda as usual, including some 
major items touching on the 'world 
out there'. It was gratifying that our 
Diocesan Synod had recently debated 
some closely related issues. An excel- 
lent report commissioned from 
Christian Aid on Trade Justice went 
beyond the concept of Fair Trade and 
emphasised the need to dismantle 
some of the structural injustices of 
world trade, focussing on the 2005 
summit. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury asked for a snappy cam- 
paign logo to capture the imagination 
of people, along the lines of 'Drop the 
Debt'. Suggestions welcome! 



A Private Member's Motion 
(PMM) on Domestic Violence called 
for guidelines to be drawn up by the 
Archbishops' Council and these will 
be informed by 'good practice' from 
this Diocese. A major report dealt 
with Restorative Justice, a theme very 
strongly developed here, and another 
debate on drugs urged us not to 
demonise drug users, but offer them 
love and prayer, also the subject of a 
Diocesan BSR publication many years 
ago. Both the politics and the church- 
es of Europe were considered at depth 
in a new report urging churches to be 
ecumenically active in the EU. 

Probably the most controversial 
report debated was 'Clergy 
Discipline (Doctrine)’ with Arch- 
bishop Rowan urging us not to get 
mired in issues of 'sex and surplice'. 
There was a general feeling that the 
legislation required would be too 
expensive and too impractical to 
operate; nevertheless, in a vote by 
houses, only in the house of clergy 
was it defeated. A PMM asking for 
clergy differentials to be phased out 
did not pass in any of the houses, the 
fate of two similar motions in the last 
decade or so! The clergy blessed with 
picturesque churches can breathe 
easy too, the Synod having decided to 
retain the ‘demonstrable connection’ 



caveat for choice of venue for 
weddings. 

The Church Commissioners had a 
good year in 2003 with enviable 
returns on investments, as did the 
Finance Division who actually 
returned £300,000 to the Dioceses 
this year, we were told. The Synod 
approved an increase of 2.7% for the 
budget for 2005. 

The liturgical business concentrat- 
ed on Common Worship: Times and 
Seasons; Festivals' due to replace, the 
three seasonal books complementing 
the ASB (The Promise of his Glory' 
etc.). We also considered rites for ini- 
tiation and penitence and the 
Weekday Lectionary continued along 
to its next stage of revision. 

On Tuesday, we bade farewell to a 
great 'character' in Synod, Bishop 
Colin Buchanan. In his affectionate 
tribute, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, who had often worked with 
Bishop Colin on liturgy and doctrine 
issues, captured the Synod's feelings 
when he said that 'disagreeing with 
Colin was a far more enjoyable and 
educative experience than agreeing 
with most people' and the Synod 
responded with a standing ovation. 

Dr Anna Thomas Betts from Slough is 
a member of General Synod 




St Joseph's is a "good 
school in which a spiritually 
enriched and caring 
environment is combined 
with good teaching/' says a 
report issued by the 
Independent Schools 
Inspectorate. 

"The school offers a 
generally broad, balanced 
and appropriate curriculum 
for pupils across a wide 
ability range," say the 



St Joseph's Convent School 



inspectors. "It contributes 
effectively to their 
intellectual, physical and 
personal development, and 
prepares them well for the 
next stage of their education 
or training." 

St Joseph's was founded 
over 100 years ago and is 
open to girls of all 



denominations and faiths, 
aged 3 to 18. It is situated 
close to Reading University 
and convenient to the town 
centre and M4. 

The Preparatory 
Department is housed in a 
purpose built complex, 
designed with the needs of 
small children in mind, which 



St. George’s School 
Windsor Castle 



I.A.P.S. 




C.S.A. 



A Pre-Preparatory and Preparatory Day and 
Boarding School for Girls and Boys 3-13 years 

Traditional values and modern curriculum with high 
record of academic and musical achievement 
Co-educational policy within a prep school environment 
Boy choristers sing in St. George’s Chapel 
Five-day academic week for day pupils, together with 
flexible boarding arrangements for boys and girls aged 
7-13 years 

Purpose built and equipped Nursery and Pre- 
Preparatory Department 

Extensive playing fields and heated indoor swimming 
pool in use all year round 

Contact: The Head Master 
St. George's School , Windsor Castle 
Berkshire, SL4 1QF 
Tel: 01753 865553 
E-mail : enqs@stgwindsor.co.uk 



is adjacent to the Senior 
Department campus. Its 
proximity to the Senior 
Department enables 
resources to be shared, such 
as the information 
technology suite and the 
indoor swimming pool. 
Classrooms and laboratories 
throughout the school are 
well equipped and within the 
grounds there is a full range 
of sporting facilities. 
Academic standards are 
high and nearly all the Sixth 
Formers go on to higher 
education. 



The school has a strong 
music and drama tradition. 
There are various orchestras, 
musical groups and choirs, 
plus opportunities to take 
part in drama, dance and 
debating. 

Artistic talent and practical 
skills are encouraged at all 
ages. Original and exciting 
work is produced in Design 
Technology, Art/Textiles and 
Food Technology. 

A full programme of winter 
and summer sports, games 
and activities is provided. 
Girls are regularly chosen to 
represent their county in 
athletics, swimming, tennis 
and hockey. 



THE MANOR 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

Faringdon Road, Abingdon, 

Oxon OX13 6LN 




Boys, age 3 to 7, and girls, age 3 to 1 1 , are 
welcomed into a “delightful, happy, well-run 
school” (Daily Telegraph Schools Guide) 
where every child can fully develop academically 
and socially. 

Why not come and visit us at our 
Open Afternoon, Thursday 7 October, 2.00-4.00 p.m. 
or write, ring or email Maggi Shellard, 
the Registrar for a prospectus - 
we’d love to hear from you 
Telephone : 01235 523789 
Email: registrar@manorprep.org 
www.manorprep.org 



After school playcare is 
available for children aged 3 
to 11 years and there is 
supervised after school study 
for Senior Department 
pupils. 

St Joseph's offers a safe and 
happy environment in which 
academic and social skills, 
individual talent and 
consideration of the needs of 
others are developed. If this 
is the type of school you are 
looking for, why not visit us. 
We would be delighted to 
welcome you to our OPEN 
EVENING onTHURSDAY 
21 OCTOBER 2004, or at 
another time if more 
convenient 



THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL 

(1 1-18 Comprehensive for boys and girls) 

Shipton Road, Woodstock, Oxon 0X20 1LP 
Tel: 01993 811431. Fax: 01993 813530 

OPEN EVENING AND 
MORNINGS FOR 
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 
OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 30th September - 7.30pm 

OPEN MORNINGS 

Tuesday 5th October 
Thursday 7th October 
9.00am - 12pm 
Please telephone for further details 





ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school Jot girls aged 3 to 18, situated close 
to Reading University and convenient to the town centre and M4 



Open to girls of all denominations 
and faiths 

High academic reputation 
Strong music and drama tradition 
Artistic talent and practical skills 
encouraged at all ages 
After school playcare for children 
aged 3 to 1 1 years 
Supervised after school study for 
Senior Department pupils 



OPEN EVENING 

SENIOR DEPARTMENT 

THURSDAY 

21 OCTOBER 2004 
6.30 P.M. - 9.00 P.M. 



For further information and a copy of our prospectus, please contact: 

ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL, 

UPPER REDLANDS ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 
www.st-josephs.reading.sch.uk 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls 
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The Queen's 
Foundation 

FO« ECUMENICAL THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 



£ 



a 



LEARNING AT THE PLACE 
WHERE TRADITIONS MEET 

Full and part-time study programmes that are rigorous, 
relevant, practical and ecumenical leading to: 

Certificate, Diploma or BA (Hons) in Applied Theological Studies 
MA/Th.D. in Applied Theological Studies 
MA/PhD Research Degrees 

Opportunities for in-service training 
and Sabbaticals. 

For more information contact: 

The Queen’s Foundation, Somerset Road, Birmingham B15 2QH. 
Tel: 0121 452 2600 - Email: r.maskell@queens.ac.uk 
or visit www.queens.ac.uk 



Christ Church Cathedral School 




VOICE TRIAL 

by arrangement 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP 

60% of boarding fees 

Boys' Day Preparatory School, 3 to 13 
Full Boarding for the Choristers of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

We believe in quality and breadth of education, based 
around modern practices and Christian values, 
combined with traditions dating back to 1546. 

Housed in a combination of historic and modern 
buildings in the heart of Oxford, and with beautiful 
playing fields, we offer outstanding cultural 
opportunities. 

For further details please contact: 

The Registrar 

3 Brewer Street Oxford 0X1 1QW 
Tel: 01865 242561 Fax: 01865 202945 

e-mail: registrar@cccs.org.uk 
Please visit our website: www.cccs.org.uk 



GABBITAS f 

mu i Educational Consultants 

We are looking for Guardians 

Do you have room in your home and your hearts 
for a young boarding school student a long way 
from home? 

We are currently looking for families who would be able to care for an 
overseas girl or boy at exeat weekends and half terms. 

For three decades, education experts Gabbitas have been providing 
high quality guardianship services for overseas students from 8 to 18 
years. 

❖ Are you the sort of people who would gladly offer a 
home-from-home to a student who is a long way from their own 
country? 

❖ Would you enjoy attending parent’s evenings, school concerts, 
sports day and other school events. 

4* Most of all, are you and your family able to provide a safe and 
secure break from school and flexible enough to become a second 
family to one of these students? 

To discuss the possibility of becoming a guardian to a Gabbitas student 
please contact the Guardianship Team, during office hours. 

126-130 Regent Street, London W1B 5EE 
Tel: 020 7734 0161 Fax: 020 7437 1764 
www.gabbitas.co.uk guardianship@gabbitas.co.uk 

Gabbitas - for Expert Guidance on Education and Careers. 




St Mary’s School 

Wantage 

Telephone: 01 235 773800 
-4?- Fax: 01 235 760467 

Email: admin@stmarys.oxon.sch.uk 
www.stmarys.oxon.sch.uk 

Girls’ Independent C of E Boarding 
and Day School Ages 11-18 
Headmistress: Mrs S Sowden 

• Scholarships at Sixth form for Academic Ability 
and Music 

• Scholarships at 13+ for Academic Ability 
and Music, Art or Sport 

• Bursaries for the daughters of clergy 

• Excellence in Art, Drama, ICT and Music 

• We take our weekends seriously! 

• New Campus-Wide Wireless 
Laptop Computer Link 

For further information or to arrange a visit 
please contact the 
Admissions Registrar on 

01235 768323 



FERNDALE 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

£ itablimza in fQ32 



Oay Co-Education for 3-11 year olds 
Excellent academic record 
2064 : 6 scholarships/exhibitions - 
places offered at a range of senior 
schools including: 

Abingdon, Dauntseys, Headington, 

King Edward's, Bath, Cokethorpe, 

Magdalen College, Our Lady's 
Convent, Kingham Hill, Rendcomb, 

School of St Helen & St Katharine 
Almost 100% level 4 and above at 
Key Stage 2 SATS (Most level 5) 

100% level 2 and above at 
Key Stage 1 SATS (Many level 3) 

Broad, enlightened curriculum 
Happy, caring environment 
Wide range of extra-curricular 
Activity, including Sport, Art, Drama 
Music, Dance, Chess, Judo, Cookery 
IT and Swimming 

Please telephone the Headmaster 
Christopher Curl, M.A., B.Ed for further details 
5/7 Bromsgrove, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7JF 
Telephone: 01367 240618 







Cranford House 

...where tradition meets tomorrow 



An Independent GSA School for girls 3-16 and boys 3-7 

Open Morning 
Saturday 2 October 2004 

9.30am - 12.00 noon 

The Headmistress will address prospective parents at 9.40am 

• New senior library & teaching block 

• Purpose built nursery for 3-4 year olds 

• School Transport available in selected areas 

• Development of confidence, character 
and personality 

• All-round opportunities for every pupil 

For further details please contact: 

Mrs Claire Hamilton MA (Cantab) 
Headmistress 

Cranford House School, Moulsford, 
Oxfordshire 0X10 9HT 

Telephone: 01491 651218 

E.Mail: office@cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
www.cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
Cranford House is situated on the A329 between 
Streadey and Wallingford 

Registered Charity No: 280883 



From the nursery to 
the Albert Hall 



Not such a giant leap at The Manor 
Preparatory School in Abingdon as you 
might imagine. 

Having seen 33 three to four year olds 
performing their musical extravaganza 
with great gusto, it's not too hard to imag- 
ine them 7 years later making CDs and 
performing at the Schools Proms in the 
Albert Hall. Some of the Nursery class 
of 1996 made just such a leap when, as 
part of the Chamber Choir (9 to 11 year 
olds) , they not only received 1 of only 4 
highly commended at the National Music 
for Youth Festival finals at the Royal 
Festival Hall in London, but also won 
through to appear at the Royal Albert 
Hall in the Schools Proms having compet- 
ed against much older groups. 

This year our Little Big Band (a group of 
9 to 11 year olds) are following in their 
footsteps having reached the national 
finals by competing in the local Under-18 
section of Music for Youth. Who knows - 
by the time thiS comes out they too may 
be performing at the Albert Hall. 



Music provides pleasure, challenge and 
enrichment, which should last well beyond 
the school career of a pupil. At the Manor 
it is not the exclusive preserve of the tal- 
ented individual - all pupils are encouraged 
to develop an interest in making music. 
Every child gets a chance to play in their 
classroom orchestra - even if it 7 s plucking 
a string, or banging a drum - as well as 
taking part in class assemblies, plays and 
concerts. As they progress up the school, 
as well as learning the recorders and virtu- 
ally any musical instrument, they also 
have the chance of performing in 5 choirs, 
a jazz band, two orchestras and various 
other ensembles. Visiting groups enlarge 
their exposure to music. In the past 
school year alone we 7 ve had a Tudor music 
group, a world renowned jazz singer, 
African dance troupes and musicians, and 
several concerts given by our own talented 
music teachers. 

We hope all this will lead to a lifelong 
enthusiasm for music - above all, music- 
making should be fun! 
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One of UK’s 
leading residential 
field study centres 

Use our tutors and expertise for a stress free course 
AS/A2 GCSE IB 

biology, environmental science & geography 

Key stage 2 & 3 environmental studies 
& activities sailing, canoeing, orienteering 
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Centre 



I Call 01983 522195 or visit wwTv.medinavalleycentre.org.uk 



THORNTON 

Convent of Jesus & Mary 



As featured in 'The Times' Top Schools '04 



Thornton is a happy and thriving 
Independent Day and Boarding 
School for girls aged from 2'h 
up to 16 years. 

The top GCSE non-selective 
school in Milton Keynes and 
Buckinghamshire, our academic 
successes are testament to our belief that 
a child achieves best when happy 






Open Day 

21st October 2004 
9.30am-3.30pm 







GCSE: 100% Pass rate; 42% A*/A; 
92% 5+ A*-C 



Daily transport • Extended hours 8am - 8pm 
Termly, weekly and occasional boarding 
Extensive extra-curricular activities 
Impressive sports facilities 

Just 5 miles from 
Buckingham & 8 miles from 
MK, off the A421 & A422 

01280 

812610 

www. thorntoncollege . com 

registrar@thorntoncollege.com 



Because every child deserves the best 







'Scholarship ! 
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Catre fir Hnra-devetapn^y Delay 

Is your child fulfilling his/her potential? 

The Centre for NDD offers full Educational 
Assessments which give general Intellectual 
ability together with any strengths and 
weaknesses. There may be signs of Dyslexia, 
reading, writing or problems with concentration. 
The Centre also has a special programme which 
will help him/her to overcome these. 
Contact P.N.F. Faulkner B.D., B.Sc(Psych). 

Tel: 01280 813658 
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For over 30 years, getting out more for young 
people, has been the hallmark of success in the 
experience of staff and students on curriculum- 
based fieldwork courses at Medina Valley 
environmental education centre. The Isle of Wight 
has unique natural resources and whether on the 
saltmarsh, seeing the teeming and varied wildlife in 
estuaries, streams and pools, inland or on the coast, 
gathering project data at first hand for later 
analysis, practical fieldwork gives a breadth and 
dimension of living experience that classroom 
studies cannot replicate. It's also much more fun 
and absorbing for students - quite literally a breath 
of fresh air! 

To enable easy and affordable access to these 
benefits, Medina Valley Centre offers complete 
course packages with all-inclusive prices covering 
transport, tuition and accommodation. Courses are 
tailored to precise requirements of examination 
syllabuses, school policies and individual projects. 
Centre personnel work with visiting staff to plan 
and deliver safe, stress free residential trips. 

Eco - Challenger is Medina Valley Centre's latest 
resource. It is a vehicle equipped as a mobile 
fieldwork centre for use with Island and visiting 
schools and rural communities and provides 
another way to realise the Centre's core vision to 
bring glory to God through excellence in outdoor 
education. 



Medina Valley Centre 



Going for Gold in terms of Olympic glory or the 
race to achieve a prize, that underpins St Paul's 
metaphor, are real life multi-dimensional 
experiences. 

They are in sharp contrast to the largely vicarious 
participation enabled by virtual reality. Virtual 



reality is far better than nothing. However, the 
scientists' models predicting freak weather events 
or engineering solutions have limitations, to 
understand, study and experience God's created 
world, the best situation is to get outdoors, doing 
and seeing things for yourself. 



Education 

ntAlsUW 



KINGHAM HILL SCHOOL | KINGHAM | CHIPPING NORTON | 0X0N | 0X7 6TH | TEL +44 (0)1608 658999 



KlNGHAM HILL is a family-style boarding 
school for 250 girls and boys with 80% 
boarders, set in 92 acres of glorious 
Cotswold countryside. We believe 
that education should develop 
the whole person preparing 
our students for the realities of 
life. We offer a range of creative 
and educational opportunities 
encouraging our students to 
form positive attitudes developing 
genuine strength of character. 

You can find out more by visiting our 
website. Or call us and ask to talk to Sheila, 
a current parent who will be happy to chat 
over any questions or concerns you might 
have. 

www.klngham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 



Ever wish you had a second 
chance at Education P 



RETURN TO LEARN 

at 



PLATER COLLEGE OXFORD 

• No entrance qualifications 

• No fees (subject to status) 

• No age too old (min age 19) 

Study for the 1 year Certificate of Higher 
Education course (equivalent to the first year of a 
university degree) Pathways include: 

• Sodal Administration • Legal Studies 
• Theology and Religious Studies 
• Business Studies with Business Ethics and 
Politics and Development Studies 



SHORT COURSES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Including Counselling, Skills for Life and I.T. 

For more information contact Monica: 

• Call: 0800 083 0813 (Freephone) 

• Email: admissions@plater.ac.uk 




RCN: 309719 



Places still 
available for 
this September! 



OUR LADY'S 



founded in Abingdon in 1860 by the Sisters of Mercy 




CONVENT SENIOR SCHOOL 



for 390 Girls aged 11-18 

Radley Rd, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 3PS 

Tel: 01235 524658 

• caring Christian environment 

• chapel • scholarships 9 bursaries 

• high academic standards 

• superb ICT Suites and Sixth Form Centre 

• stunning user friendly library 

• small classes 

• attractive modern facilities 

• playing fields • sports hall 

• large indoor heated swimming pool 
• extensive bus network 
www.olcss.org.uk email: office@olcss.org.uk 
Why not telephone for a prospectus? 




OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



New ways of thinking about 
Theology and Religion 

at Wesley Centre Oxford 




Westminster Institute of Education 



Interested in... ? 

■ Contextual Theology 
1 Spirituality and Religion 
■ Sacred Texts 

■ Human Development 



Study individual modules, or 
aim for a Certificate, BA or MA. 

Part-time or full-time, 
in Oxford or at home, 
the choice is yours. 

t. 01865 488353 
e.wco@brookes.ac.uk 

Wesley Centre Oxford 
Oxford Brookes University 
Harcourt Hill Campus, Oxford 0X2 9AT 



Meet us at our Open Day 

Saturday 25 September 2004. 1 1am - 4pm 

To book a place call 01865 488259 



Swanbourne House 



IAPS, Co-Ed, Boarding & Day, Prep School for 3-13 year olds 




For details contact Mrs C Hollowday 
Swanbourne House School 

Milton Keynes MK17 OHZ 

telephone 01296 720 264 fax 01296 728 089 
www.swanbourne.org email office@swanbourne.org 

registered charity no. 310640 



ACTIVITIES 



SPORT 



CHOIRS 




m, Woburn, Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard, Aylesbury 

ation for top public schools 
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SEPTEMBER 
Sat 4 LONGWORTH St Mary s 
Church Fete in village centre 2pm. 
Lots for children, auction, books, 
teas, falconry display, fun dog 
show. Entrance £1, small children 
free. 01865 821028. 

Sat 4 UPTON Late Summer 
Fete, Recreation Ground, Station 
Rd. Music, plants, produce, cakes, 
books, games, home-made teas. 
01235 850486. 

Sat 5 SLOUGH St Laurence's 
Church, Upton Medieval Fayre 
10.30am-4pm. Stalls, brass rub- 
bings, tours of church, refresh- 
ments. 01753 532 425. 

Sun 5 (and each Sun to 26 
Sep) BUTLERS CROSS 
Ellesborough Church open 
2-5.30pm; tea and home-made 



cakes. 01844 345254. 

Sun 5 MILTON KEYNES 

Wavendon Mothers’ Union cele- 
brates the International Year of 
the Family at Church of Christ the 
King, Kents Hill. Workshops 2pm, 
to be used in Service of 
Thanksgiving, 5.15pm. Bring pic- 
nic tea. 01908 528322, 237774. 
Mon 6 WOUGHTON on the 
GREEN 24th Annual St Mary’s 
Lecture ‘Building Theology from 
Practice’, Revd Dr John Vincent, 
founder of Urban Theology Unit. 
St Mary’s Church 8pm; Holy 
Communion 7.15pm. 

Sun 12 OLNEY ‘Changing 
Seasons’: concert of words and music 
for a summer’s afternoon by choir 
and congregation, in aid of Organ 
Restoration Fund. Programmes at 
door £4 inc. refreshments. 

Fri 17 WER HEATH St Margaret’s 
Church Quiz Evening, Village Hall 




Please send your events in to the door@oxford.anglican.org or by post 
to Church House. The deadline for the October issue is 9 October. 
Doorpost compiled by Clare Wenham 



The Dean of Christ Church, Christopher Lewis (right) and the 
Archdeacon of Oxford, John Morrison, preparing for this year's spon- 
sored Ride and Stride on 18 September in aid of historic churches. 



6.45pm. Tickets £7/£3.50 inc. fish 
& chip supper. Tickets 01753 
651967 or from church. 

Sat 18 WHITCHURCH on 
Thames St Mary’s and St John’s 
Churches musical fireworks by river, 
Hardwick House grounds, after sun- 
set (gates open 5.30pm). Proceeds to 
churches. Tickets £6/£ 4, family £18. 
0118 984 4038 or 5058. 

Sat 18 OXFORD Alister Hardy 
Society ‘Day of Meditation in 
Action’ Mansfield College 
llam-3.30pm (bring lunch). 
Members £10, non-members £15. 
01684 772417. 

Wed 22 LOWER BASILDON St 

Bartholomew’s Church Open Day 
1 lam-3 pm. 

Fri 24 HAWRIDGE A CHOLES- 
BURY Hawridge & Cholesbury 
CofE School 130th Birthday Open 
Morning 9.30-1 lam; Reunion 6.30 
-9pm. 01494 758368. 

Fri 24 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01494 571231. 

Sat 25 COOKHAM DEAN 
Organ Concert by international 
organist David Briggs, St John the 
Baptist Church 8pm. Tickets £8. 
01628 529861. 

Sat 25 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD ‘Kingdom Come: the Life of 
Christ’, one-man play performed by 
Eric Petrossian, All Saints’ Church 
8pm. 0118 972 2844. 

Sat 25 WEST HENDRED 
Sponsored organ marathon Holy 
Trinity Church 12-3pm. Free: come 
and go; refreshments, Harvest 
Festival decorations. Music requests 
01235 833388. 



Sun 26 LOWER BASILDON St 

Bartholomew’s Church Open Day 
2-4 pm. 

Sun 26 OXFORD Brahms’ 
German Requiem (piano duet 
accompaniment) by Oxford 
Collutorium in aid of Operation 
Noah’s Ark. St Mary’s Church, High 
St 7.45pm. £10 Tickets Oxford 
01865 305305. 

OCTOBER 

Sat 2 HIGH WYCOMBE Nearly 
new, jumble, cake stall 11am St 
Mary and St George Church, 
Rudand Ave. 01494 437800. 

Sun 3 WOKINGHAM Animal 
Welfare Sunday. Service of 
Thanksgiving for Creation and 
Blessing of Animals, All Saints’ 
Church 3pm. All creatures and peo- 
ple welcome; refreshments. 

Fri 8 GROVE Around the World 
with Fair Trade, The Old Mill Hall 
6.30-9pm. Toys, jewellery, sta- 
tionery, coffee. Buy or order. 01235 
772280. 

Fri 8-Sun 10 MAIDENHEAD 

Flower Festival, All Saints’, Boyne 
Hill. Fri. 2-6pm; Sat. 10am-6pm; 
Sun. llam-6pm. Fri. concert 
7.30pm: ‘Songs from the Shows*. 
Sat. concert 7.30pm: IDMC 

Gospel Choir. Sun. 6pm Choral 
Evensong. Concert tickets parish 
office 01628 621933. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Courses 

Milton Keynes Training 

15 Sep Origin & Nature of 
Christian Worship (5 weeks) 

30 Sep Lost for Words: grow in 
confidence to speak about your 
faith (6 weeks) 

9 Oct A Christian Approach to 
the Environmental Challenge 
(interactive seminar to introduce 
A Rocha in UK and Kenya) 

Full programme: MKCTC, 
Bradwell Chapel, Loughton Rd, 
Bradwell, MK13 9AA, tel 01908 
60S 892; mktraincom@aol.com 

Bible Reading Fellowship 

21 Sep Getting into the Bible: 
teaching day with David Winter 
10am-4pm St Mary’s Church, 
Cholsey £16 inc. lunch 
Booking and information: BRF 
Events, First Floor, Elsfield Flail, 
15-17 Elsfield Way, Oxford OX2 
8FG, tel. 0186S 319704. 

* 

Spiritual Care of Older 
People (SCOP) 

10 Oct Wisdom of Age: Service 
of Celebration Dorchester Abbey 
3pm 

Janet Parker, tel. 01367 870394, 
email <janet_scop@onetel.com> 

Working with Children 

4 Sep Introduction to Godly Play 
East Hagboume 10am-3.30pm 
22,23 Sep 123 Alive Free 
Taster Evenings Crowthome and 
Oxford 

Valerie Hooley, Diocesan Church 
House , tel. 0186S 208257. 



Board for Social 
Responsibility 

1 9 Oct Church Action on 
Domestic Abuse 10am-3.30pm 
Diocesan Church House £10 inc. 
lunch 

Catherine Lemmon, BSR, 
Diocesan Church House, tel. 
01865 208214, Catherine, lem- 
mon@oxford.anglican. org 

St Albans A Oxford 
Ministry Course 
Starting 28 Sep 

Introduction to Biblical Studies 

(4 sessions, £20); Spirituality (10 
sessions, £50); The Modem 
Church (10 sessions, £50); Old 
Testament Texts (5 sessions, £25) 
Bookings and full programme: 
Gill Pratley, Diocesan Church 
House, tel. 01765 208260 

Austin Fairer Centenary 
Conference 

6-9 Sep The Human Person in 
God’s World Oriel College, 
Oxford 

Margaret Yee, Nuffield College , 
Oxford OX1 INF, e-mail 
margaret.yee@nuf.ox.ac.uk 

Making Art in Churches 

22 Sep Monthly Art Workshops 
on theme ‘Families’ near Henley 
Lynda Hopkins, tel. 01491 
57610. 

Notices 

Two large surplices in good con- 
dition free to anyone who could 
make use of them. Mrs M. 
Sutters, tel. 01865 723549. 



September Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



7 love the Lord , because He 
has heard my voice and my 
supplications. Because He has 
inclined His ear to me, there- 
fore I will call upon Him as 
long as I live / Ps. 116:1-2 
Let us pray to God our Father 
for: 

Wed 1 Woodstock Deanery. 
The televising of ‘Songs of 
Praise’ from Blenheim Palace 
on 12 September. Many of our 
churches have started mums 
and toddlers groups; pray for 
these and further opportunities 
of outreach that can arise from 
them. Pray for those effected by 
staff changes - Eric Craig as he 
prepares for retirement and 
Andrew Parkinson preparing to 
move to the parishes later in the 
year; Tony Adams preparing to 
move to full-time ministry in 
the Lake District and for all in 
the parish during the interreg- 
num; and for Shaun Henson as 
he settles in as curate. Pray for 
the proposed pastoral reorgani- 
sation under discussion. Area 
dean - Roger Humphreys; 
synod lay chairman - John 
Peverel-Cooper; ecumenical 
representative G. Oldfield. 

Thu 2 Bladon with Woodstock: 
clergy - Roger Humphreys, 
Shaun Henson, Colin Sanders; 
licensed lay minister - Celia 
Humphreys. 

Eynsham and Cassington: cler- 
gy - Ian Bentley, John 
Underwood, Roger Aston: 
licensed lay minister - Neil 



Grady; youth worker - Helen 
Cobby. 

Fri 3 Hanborough and 
Freeland: clergy - Tim Naish; 
licensed lay ministers - Hugh 
Dalton, Elizabeth Sharpies; pas- 
toral assistants - Peter Langley, 
John Fox. 

Sat 4 St Birinus. North Leigh 
St Mary: clergy - Stephen 
Kirkham; half-time youth 
worker - Michael Kelly. 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 5 Harvest Thanksgiving. 
As the new academic year 
begins we pray for all places 
of learning whatever age, abil- 
ity or interest they cater for. 
For all staff, academic, pas- 
toral and administrative, in 
their particular contribution 
to the members of the organi- 
sation. For children, young 
people and students that they 
may make the most of their 
talents and the opportunities 
available to them to develop 
their full potential. 

Mon 6 Steeple Aston with 
North Aston and Tackley: 
clergy - Stephen M’Caw; 
licensed lay minister - 
Richard Bailey. 

TUe 7 Stonesfield St James the 
Great: clergy - Geoff Van Der 
Weegen. 

Wed 8 Westcote Barton with 
Steeple Barton, Duns Tew and 
Sandford St Martin: clergy - 
Graeme Arthur. 



Thu 9 Wootton, Glympton 
and Kiddington: churchwar- 
dens during the interregnum; 
licensed lay minister - Jenny 
Wagstaffe. 

Fri 10 Yarnton with Begbroke 
and Shipton-on-Cherwell: cler- 
gy - Gerald Wright; churchwar- 
dens with Eric retired and as 
Andrew comes. 

Sat 1 1 Wycombe Deanery . 
Recent appointments at High 
Wycombe and Marlow mean 
that the deanery has no interreg- 
na for which we rejoice! Pray 
for David Picken and Dani 
Munoz-Trivino at the start of 
their new ministries. The 
appointment of a Church Army 
captain, Joe Famand, to work 
as a New Congregations 
Minister also offers exciting 
possibilities in High Wycombe. 
Area dean - Chris Bull; associ- 
ate area dean - Robert Jennings; 
synod lay chair - Ann Cartland; 
clergy - Charles Overton; 
licensed lay minister - Pat 
Hastings; ecumenical represen- 
tative - Tony Dickinson; dean- 
ery rural mission enabler - 
Alistair France; deaf chaplain - 
Ben Whitaker. 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 12 Holy Cross Day & 
Racial Justice Sunday 
Mon 13 Marlow Area Team 
Ministry: clergy - Nick 
Molony, Sue Irwin, Gabrielle 



Smith; Methodist Minister - 
Michael Hughes. Licensed lay 
ministers - Peter Kent, John 
Bustin. 

TUe 14 Holy Cross Day. Each 
deanery chapter and their 
mutual support of the clergy. 
Wed 15 Flackwell Heath Christ 
Church: clergy - Chris Bull, 
Gerry Foster, Martin Courtney; 
licensed lay minister - Sue 
Simpson. High Wycombe Deaf 
Church: clergy - Ben Whitaker. 
Thu 16 Hambleden Valley 
Group: clergy - Malcolm 
MacNaughton, Mieke Gaynor, 
Amanda Bloor; licensed lay 
minister - Annette Jackson. 

Fri 17 Hazlemere Holy Trinity: 
clergy - Clive Collier, Alan 
Garratt, Bill Mason; pastoral 
worker - D. Hopwood; youth 
and children’s worker - G. Stacey. 
Sat 18 Hedsor and Bourne End: 
clergy - Ann Trew. Hughenden St 
Michael and All Angels; clergy - 
Simon Cronk, Frederick Friend; 
licensed lay minister - Bill Geers. 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 19 Those considering 
where to minister when they 
have served their title. 

Mon 20 High Wycombe Team 
Ministry: clergy - David 

Picken, David Foster, Mary 
Gurr, Stephen Whitmore, Susie 
Simpson; licensed lay minister - 
Maureen Lampard; youth 
worker - Sarah Hamilton; lay 
pastor - J. Lock. High 



Wycombe St Anne and St Peter: 
clergy - Mary Gurr. 

TUe 21 Matthew, Aposde and 
Evangelist. High Wycombe St 
Mary, St George and St James: 
clergy - Susie Simpson, Joan 
Arthur. 

Wed 22 High Wycombe St 
Andrew: clergy - David Foster; 
Elaine Carr: pastoral assistant - 
H. Graham: youth worker - 
David Montgomery. 

Thu 23 High Wycombe St 
Birinus and St John: clergy - 
Steve Whitmore, Peter Viney, 
Ruth Wooster, Marie Jackson; 
pastoral assistant - Janice 
Allerston; licensed lay ministers 
- Allison Smale, Josie Martin. 
Fri 24 West Wycombe with 
Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham and 
Radnage: clergy - Nigel Lacey, 
Linda Richardson, Veronica 
Beaumont and Eric Nicholson. 
Wooburn: clergy - Martin 
Wallington, Rosemary Payne. 
Sat 25 Those to be ordained 
deacon or priest and the parish- 
es where they will serve. Give 
thanks for those who provide 
education, training and guid- 
ance before and after ordina- 
tion. 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 26 The candidates for ordi- 
nation and their training 
incumbents. Their families and 
all who support them. Their 
places of sector ministry and 



secular employment. 

Mon 27 Loudwater St Peter: 
clergy - Timothy Butlin; 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Clarke, Patrick Finlay; pastoral 
assistant - T. Loadman. 

TUe 28 South Chiltems Group 
Ministry [with Lane End with 
Cadmore, Stokenchurch with 
Ibstone]. Stokenchurch with 
Ibstone: clergy - Alistair 

France. Terriers St Francis of 
Assisi: clergy - Tony Dickinson; 
licensed lay minister - Valerie 
Evans. Tylers Green: clergy - 
Mike Bisset, Alison Caw; 
licensed lay minister - David 
Carter 

Wed 29 St Michael & All 
Angels. Hughenden St Michael 
and All Angels: clergy - Simon 
Cronk, Frederick Friend; 
licensed lay ministers - Bill 
Geers, Robin Holmes. 

Thu 30 Lane End with 
Cadmore End: clergy - Robert 
Jennings; licensed lay ministers 
- Geoffrey Brown, John 
Coombs. 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 

6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays: 
5.35pm, 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). Wednesdays 
only: 1.05pm Holy 
Communion. 
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Facts, gossip and a ‘plausible 
ecclesiastical whodunnit’ 



How the overwork culture is 
ruining our relationships 



THIS is an 

ambitious 
book. It 
sets out to 
offer a 
thorough- 
going- 
explana- 
tion of the 
current crisis in the Anglican 
Communion over homosexual- 
ity - and a compellingly read- 
able account this is. The 
Diocese of Oxford gets practi- 
cally a whole chapter devoted 
to last year's episcopal vacancy. 

The author is the religious 
affairs correspondent for the 
Guardian. He has followed 
closely the acute tensions over 
the introduction of same-sex 
blessing services in the 
Canadian New Westminster 
Diocese, our own agonizing 
over the proposal to conse- 
crate Canon Jeffrey John as 
Bishop of Reading, and the 
appointment of Canon Gene 
Robinson as Bishop of New 
Hampshire (an appointment 
so explosive that it prompted 
the Presiding Bishop to wear a 
bullet-proof vest at his conse- 
cration). With a historian's 
eye, Bates traces the problems 
through the 1998 Lambeth 
Conference Resolution 1.10, 
through the guidance offered 
by our own House of Bishops 
in the 1991 Issues in Human 
Sexuality and the 1987 
Higton resolution of the 
General Synod, and back to 
much earlier conservative 
responses to the ‘liberal estab- 
lishment’ of the 1960s, 1970s 
and 1980s. 

He has woven together pub- 
lished facts, private disclo- 
sures, gossip, and not a little 
speculation of his own, to pro- 
duce a plausible ecclesiastical 



‘whodunnit’. And Bates him- 
self is in no doubt about ‘who 
did it’: in his view, this was all 
an Evangelical conspiracy. He 
portrays an unholy alliance 
between theological conserva- 
tives in western churches, and 
social conservatives in Africa 
and the Far East; the Lambeth 
Conference in 1998 as having 
been hijacked in a skillfully 
co-ordinated campaign to 
impose a conservative agenda 
on the Anglican Communion; 
and the whole subversive 
enterprise as funded by a 
handful of rich Americans. 

Too simplistic? 

If only life were that simple! 
Arresting as Bates' analysis is, 
it does not provide the thor- 
oughgoing explanation it 
promises. His own sympathies 
are so transparent that his 
judgments are bound to be 
suspect. Can he really think 
that it is only now, and over 
this issue, that ‘the Church 
finds itself for the first time in 
2,000 years seriously out of 
step with society on a matter 
of morals’? A glance at H R 
Niebuhr's Christ and Culture 
would have saved him from 
such oversimplification. 

We are dealing with histori- 
cal, theological, cultural and 
demographic forces pulling in 
many different directions. The 
principled arguments on all 
sides of the present crisis 
deserve better than to be 
reduced to mere ecclesiastical 
politicking. Both conservatives 
and liberals (to use familiar; 
but inadequate terms) are rais- 
ing serious questions about 
major issues of hermeneutics 
and authority in the Church. 

What becomes of our identi- 
ty as Anglican Christians ifnve 



undervalue either the claims of 
Scripture or the claims of con- 
temporary Christian believers 
that don't fit into the received 
tradition? We have always been 
a Church with deep roots in 
Scripture and in the Catholic 
tradition, but with a passionate 
commitment to pastoral sensi- 
tivity. And what becomes of 
our identity as Anglican 
Christians if we ignore the 
impact of our decisions on our 
Anglican sisters and brothers in 
the developing world (who now 
make up the majority of our 
Communion)? We need to 
remain in close communion 
with them if we are to continue 
authentically to be ourselves. 

On these larger issues, Bates' 
analysis begs more questions 
than it answers. But even so, 
this is a book you should read, 
and digest questioningly. It 
may startle you; it may anger 
you; it will certainly challenge 
you to think about the homo- 
sexuality issue, if you haven't 
thought about it before. Above 
all, it may prompt you to ask 
‘Is this really how Jesus wants 
his followers to behave when 
they cannot agree with one 
another?’ Might we, even 
now, find ‘a more excellent 
way’? 

STEPHEN BATES 

Canon Rees is Registrar of the 
Diocese, but is also currently 
serving as Legal Consultant to 
Archbishop Eames Commission 
on the Anglican Communion 




Parish Development Adviser 
for Oxfordshire 

Diocese of Oxford 

This is a senior position working as part of the 
Stewardship, Training, Evangelism and Ministry team, offering 
consultancy and training services to a wide group within the 
diocese including, the clergy, parishes. The post holder will work 
closely with the Area Bishop and the Archdeacon and will also 
have involvement with the wider work of the department, by 
contributing to the development of departmental policies as 
appropriate. 




ALGARVE 



Vale Do Lobo 

Privately owned high standard villa. 
Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, pool, 
maid, garden. Club 
Barrington. Reduced golf. Nr 
Gold Club, tennis and sea. 



Tel: 01722 780213 



Sea Front Holiday House 

Mary Port, Cumbria 
Stunning views over Solway 
Firth, close to Western Lakes, 3 
beds, sleeps 5. Newly equipped, 
dishwasher, DVD & widescreen 
TV. £250-£350 per week. 

Tel: 0117 937 3602 



The role is an exciting and varied one and requires someone with 
enthusiasm, dedication and creativity. Equally as important is an 
understanding of the organisation of the Church of England and 
the kinds of issues that parochial clergy are required to deal with. 

Salary - SEO scale £26,593 - £31 ,1 1 7 per annum. 

The post holder will be based in North Hinksey on the outskirts of 
Oxford, working as part of a lively and innovative team. 

For full details and an application pack please telephone 01 865 
208200, or e mail sally.wildman@oxford.anglican.org 

Closing date for receipt of applications is 1 3th September 
Interviews will take place on 28th September. 

We are committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all 



SOUTH DEVON 

HOLIDAY FLAT 

Just yards from the sea and sandy 
beach. Level throughout. Suitable 
for persons with limited mobility. 
Close to harbour & boat trips. 
Regret no pets. 

Tel: 0117 937 3528 or 
0776 956 8798 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



WILLING 
SLAVES 

MADELINE 
BUNTING 
£ 12.99 

HARPERCOLLINS 

‘HOW is it that 
we have so little 
time - the most basic require- 
ment of human engagement - 
to give each other? asks 
Madeline Bunting in this impor- 
tant book about the effect of the 
UK's overwork culture. We 
work the longest hours in 
Europe, and have rising levels of 
stress and dissatisfaction in our 
jobs, with the public sector 
especially badly affected. The 
pace and level of change and the 
increasing intensity at which 
people have to work, take their 
toll. This impacts on health, 
relationships and family life, 
leaving little time for involve- 
ment in wider society. We see 
and lament the consequences, 
yet go along with it claiming we 
have no choice. 

Willing Slaves is an intelli- 
gent and readable analysis of 



the problem, using real-life 
examples - and prompting per- 
sonal reflection about the bal- 
ance in the reader's life. Bunting 
writes sympathetically about the 
pressures on women with fami- 
ly responsibilities, and the men 
who work longer hours while 
also being more involved in the 
home. Both can end up ‘with a 
sense of overstretch and of per- 
sonal inadequacy either on the 
work front or at home, or both.’ 
Feminists wanted women's 
equality in the workplace to go 
alongside changing workplace 
culture, but while ‘emotional 
skills play an ever bigger part in 
the labour market ... private 
emotional relationships are 
starved of the time and energy 
which they need to flourish.’ 
The concerns Bunting identi- 
fies are ones which Christians 
share, as are her values of care 
for people's wholeness and well- 
being, the importance of caring 
relationships, and justice. She 
stresses the need for corporate 
action - something Christians 
can forget when preoccupied 



with individual moral responsi- 
bility. There's much advice cur- 
rently around on getting a 
‘work-life balance’, as if it's a 
matter of reorganising the per- 
sonal diary. As a personal coach, 
I work in that area myself. But 
Bunting is right to point out that 
the problem arises from ‘inbuilt 
contradictions between the 
organisation of how we work 
and how our families function’ 
and it's something society must 
address. Depressingly, Bunting's 
concerns have an echo in church 
employment, where a culture of 
overwork and long hours pre- 
vails because Christians feel 
called to be ‘willing slaves’. 
Except that in a time-poor cul- 
ture, Christians who step back 
so that they have time for prop- 
er human engagement could be 
much-needed role models. 
Recommending reading, espe- 
cially for those who don't think 
they have the time! 

Dr Anne Borrowdale is a novel- 
ist, speaker and personal coach 
from Oxford, www.anneborrow- 
dale.co.uk 
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by Em Coley 



I have met about a 
« > million people in 
the last couple of 
months! You may 
not think that Wendover is big 
enough to house a million peo- 
ple, but from all the faces and 
names swirling around my 
head, I am convinced that it 
must be about that number. 
We have been made incredibly 
welcome by everyone we have 
met, and the congregation have 
coped very well with a non- 
* standard curate (if there is such 
a thing) who insists on wearing 
unconventional clerical tops! 

Most of the church groups 
and meetings pause over the 
summer holidays and so I have 
had a gentle easing in and plen- 
ty of time to get my bearings of 
who's who and what goes on 
in the church. I have also had 
plenty of time to think about 
what in particular I would like 
to do within the parish. My 
inclination is to do as much as 
possible and get involved in 
everything going. However, I 
have already learnt from 
Mark, the vicai; the impor- 
tance of lay involvement. 
From baptism and funeral co- 
ordination, to running junior 
church, to visiting and sup- 
porting the sick or elderly, the 
congregation are deeply 
immersed in the life and soul of 
the church. I hope they know 
how vital they are to the loving 
character of the church, and 



the sense of 
truly belonging 
to the family of 
God. 

I have no reason (or 
excuse?!) therefore, for madly 
dashing from one activity to 
another, no excuse to hurry. 
And this, according to Bishop 
Mike Hill (speaking at the 
New Wine conference in 
August) is no bad thing. For as 
we hurry our lives, as we 
immerse ourselves in activism, 
we gradually squeeze out those 
who are closest and most 
important to us; giving the 
dregs of our time to those who 
deserve the best, all in the 
name of busyness. Further- 
more, we rush into action for 
God without perhaps check- 
ing that our priorities are his 
priorities. 

I am brought back, there- 
fore, to not just pondering but 
seriously praying about my 
usefulness and involvement in 
the parish. I am challenged by 
the examples of Mary and 
Martha and firmly convinced 
that my usefulness will only 
come about through a commit- 
ment to do not what I am 
excited or enthused about, but 
what God would have me do 
in his church, for his people. 

Emma Coley was ordained this 
summer (see page 7) and is a 
curate in Wendover with Hatton , 
Buckinghamshire 
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Exploring the Bible with David Winter 




Read this extract from the new book by David Winter, the former BBC head of religious affairs and Door columnist who 
lives near Oxford. If you enjoy it, you can enter our competition to win a free copy. See below for details. 



A MAN and a woman fell into 
a muddy pit, from which there 
was no escape. They hollered 
and hollered for help, but no 
one came, until at last they 
heard footsteps. A bearded 
man looked over the edge. 
'Dear me,' he said, 'You've 
fallen into the pit. Wait a 
minute. I've got something 
here that may help you.' He 
rummaged in a capacious 
pocket for a while, and then 
threw a slim book down to 
them. 'Here, read that.' And 
then he walked away, leaving 
them to pick the book out of 
the mud. Wiping it clean, they 
read the title: Ten Ways to 
Avoid Falling Down Pits. Not 
much help there, then. So they 
hollered some more. 

Eventually, more footsteps 
approached. The man and 
woman shouted loudly, 'Help!' 
Another bearded man looked 
over the edge of the pit. 'Ah,' he 
said wisely. 'You've fallen into 
the pit, I see. Well, I've got news 
for you. Someone's coming to 
get you out.' With that he disap- 
peared, but at least he had given 
them some hope. They sat and 
waited for this promised rescuer 

And waited, and waited. 
After what seemed an eternity, 
there were more footsteps. 
Again a face appeared at the top 
of the pit, but a younger one. A 
ladder was let down and the 
young man climbed down to 
stand in the mud alongside 
them. 'Right,' he said, 'I've come 
to get you out. Trust me, I know 
what I'm doing.' With that he 
grabbed the woman, slung her 
over his shoulder and carried 
her up the ladder; coming down 
to repeat the task with the man. 



They were profuse in their 
thanks, but then made to 
resume their original journey. 

'Wait a minute,' said the 
young man. 'Can't have you 
falling down any more pits, can 
we? I’m coming with you for the 
rest of the journey.' So they set 
off, the three of them, leaving 
behind the darkness and slime 
and heading into what looked 
attractively like the rising sun. 

At this point you may well be 
asking whether the publishers 
have got two different manu- 
scripts muddled. On the con- 
trary, that story - which could 
come from a child's Fireman 
Sam book, rather than one on 
reading the Bible - introduces 
the main argument of this chap- 
ter; because, in a kind of cartoon 
form, it offers a summary of the 
Bible's 'plot'. And one of the 



'The Bible looks like a hotch- 
potch, with no plot, no 
author, and no consistent 
argument' 

chief reasons people find the 
Bible a confusing, obscure and 
even irrelevant book is that they 
haven't realized that there is a 
plot, but read it as a disjointed 
thesaurus of wise sayings, sound 
advice and preposterous stories. 
Once you begin to fit the parts 
into the whole, it emerges as a 
coherent entity, a book, or col- 
lection of books, with some- 
thing to say, with an argument 
to put across or a story to tell. 

You've only got to open a 
Bible, or at least riffle through its 
pages, to see that it's not like 
most of the books we read. It 
doesn't have an author; but 
many authors. It's not one book 



but sixty-six. And it's almost 
impossible to put it into any rec- 
ognizable literary category. 
Some of it is a chronicle of 
events. Some of it is poetry. Some 
of it offers the reader wise say- 
ings, or visions, or prophecies of 
the future. Some of the books are 
letters to various people, or 
groups of people. And four 
books describe themselves as 
'Gospels' or 'Good News'. You 
may well find yourself asking 
what sort of a 'book' this one is. 

I suspect that many people, 
knowing the Bible's reputation 
and influence on world thought, 
have picked it up and been put 
off to find that it isn't like other 
great and influential books, 
which have an author; a begin- 
ning, middle and end, and pur- 
sue one consistent line of argu- 
ment all through. At first - and 
even second - glance the Bible 
looks like a hotchpotch, with no 
plot, no author; and no consis- 
tent argument running through 
its pages. For instance, those 
embarking on Genesis, its first 
book, will find a massive change 
of gear between the first eleven 
chapters and the twelfth. They 
might well then pursue a fairly 
clear chronicle of events until 
they get to Leviticus and find 
themselves in what reads like a 
directory of ritual practices. At 
this point, many would-be read- 
ers of the Bible give up in despair 
How do you make sense of a 
book without argument or plot? 

Voices 

In fact, as I have tried to show, 
the Bible does have both an 
argument and a plot. It tells the 
story of the human race and its 
relationship with its creator; but it 
tells it in many different 'voices': 



poetry, allegory, narrative, vision 
and teaching. Because it doesn't 
have one human author; but 
many, there is no coherent style; 
in fact, there is no distinctive lan- 
guage either To readers of the 
Bible there may seem to be a com- 
mon biblical style of language, 
but that has been created by the 
translators rather than the origi- 
nal writers. In fact, when people 
say that they love the 'language' 
of the Bible, they usually mean 
that they like the Tudor English of 
the Authorized Version. 

In truth, most of the original 
authors weren't much bothered 
about literary polish. They had a 
story to tell, or an experience to 
recount, or a vision to describe. 
As they were setting it down, it 
would never have occurred to 
them that one day their words 
would be incorporated in a large 
collection of books and pub- 
lished as 'The Bible'. 

To win a free copy of Exploring 
the Bible, answer this question: 
How many books are there in the 
Bible? Send your answers to 
David Winter competition, The 
Door, Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ONB 
by 15 September. Lion is offering 
readers of The Door the oppor- 
tunity to buy a copy of 'Making 
Sense of the Bible' at a special 
price of £5.99 - £1 saving off 
the usual price -plus free 
postage and packing when they 
order before 31 October 2004. 
Simply call Marston Book 
Services on 01235 465511 and 
quote the special reference code 
DR01 to be eligible for this read- 
er offer. (N.B. You MUST quote 
this code in order to be eligible 
for the special offer price.) 
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This was to fulfil what had 
been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet 
Matthew 2:15 

At Advent we shall have com- 
pleted the three-year cycle of 
readings and will be back 
with Gospel readings from 
Matthew. As his feast day 
falls this month, it might be 
worth thinking for a moment 
about this, the first of the 
Gospels in our Bibles, though 
probably the second in date of 
authorship. 

It’s worth asking why 
Matthew’s was put first, 
because the answer to that 
explains much else. Matthew 
links the New Testament with 
the Hebrew Scriptures (what 
we call the ‘Old’ Testament). 
Right from the start, this 
Gospel wants to set the whole 
story of Jesus in the context of 
the history of Israel and the 
purposes of God in that histo- 
ry. So whereas Luke traces the 
family tree of Jesus back to 




by David Winter 
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Adam, to emphasise that the 
Saviour is for the whole 
human race, Matthew traces it 
back to Abraham, the father of 
Israel. This does not make 
Matthew into a racial or reli- 
gious bigot - after all, the last 
words of Jesus in his Gospel 
command the disciples to go 
to ‘all the nations’ with the 
message of Jesus. But it does 
set Jesus firmly in the unfold- 
ing purpose of God - and 
every time Matthew cites an 
Old Testament prophecy, or 
alludes obliquely to one, he is 
nudging the reader and saying 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Making Sense of the 
Bible (Lion). 



‘See, this didn’t happen by 
accident. God is at work in 
history - and was at work in 
the history of the people of 
Abraham*. ^ 

That is, of course, a com- 
mon theme of the whole 
Bible. Unlike many of the 
world’s other holy texts, this 
one is rooted in the history of 
our planet and its inhabi- 
tants. That doesn’t mean, of 
course, that it is always a pre- 
cise chronological record of 
actual events, nor deny that 
much of it is cast in poetic, 
allegorical or visionary lan- 
guage. But it is about real 
people in a real world, and 
that world has a Creator, and 
the Creator has a purpose - 
not always clear to us, nor 
even sometimes to the bibli- 
cal writers, until long after 
the event. ‘This didn’t happen 
by accident’: no, it happened 
within God’s world, to God’s 
creation and God’s creatures. 
‘This was to fulfil what was 
spoken by the Lord . . 
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